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Administrative and Leadership Experience 
 
 

• Associate Provost for Internationalization, University of Kentucky, July 2016- 
o Provide strategic leadership for the university on all international matters 
o Participate in Provost level leadership and decision making  
o Represent the university in negotiations with universities and institutions outside the US 
o Work with the Provost and with the President and respective staff on all international issues 
o Lead the University of Kentucky International Center (with 35 full time staff, annual budget of 

over US$20 million, and university-wide stakeholders) 
o Strategic planning for, leadership and management of the following units and activities: 

 Education Abroad and Exchanges (about 1,200 students undertake for credit education 
abroad experiences each year, with strong upward trajectory) 

• Strategic development of Education Abroad programs in support of student 
academic success 

• Management of diverse portfolio of programs 
• Collaboration with third party providers 
• Work with faculty to develop innovative programs 
• Develop and manage all international student exchanges 

 International Student and Scholar Services 
• Serve all incoming international students and scholars 
• SEVIS reporting 
• International student support 
• Liaise with sponsored student programs 
• Support colleges in international hiring 
• Collaborate with Center for English as a Second Language 
• Develop and manage international student support and programming 
• Work with College of Arts and Sciences to develop and manage the International 

Village living learning community 
 International Partnerships and Research 

• Promote, catalyze, and support international research in all colleges 
• Support research collaboration with partners outside the US 
• Manage the development of strategic international partnerships 

 International Health, Safety, and Security 
• Risk management 
• Proactive policy making  
• Travel registry and analysis 
• Crisis management 

mailto:sueroberts@uky.edu
http://www.uky.edu/international/
https://geography.as.uky.edu/users/geg207
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 International Student Recruitment 
• Set strategic goals for recruiting 
• Collaborate with Enrollment Management to recruit worldwide 
• Work with selected third party providers to identify and recruit students 
• Manage international student scholarship funding 

 Global Health Initiative 
• Global health education, including interprofessional initiatives 
• Oversee and support Shoulder to Shoulder Global in Ecuador and India 
• Coordinate and support initiatives across six healthcare colleges 

 Confucius Institute 
• High performing CI, designated Model CI 2016 
• Extensive education outreach with CI teachers in over 20 Kentucky public 

schools 
• Support of research and learning programs for faculty and students 
• Cultural enrichment programming for campus and community 

 Office of China Initiatives 
• Work with deans and faculty to identify partner institutions 
• Support development of articulation agreements (2+2s etc.) 
• Facilitate and support research collaborations with partners in China 
• Collaborate on international student support programming 

 
• Associate Dean for International Affairs, College of Arts & Sciences, University of Kentucky, 2015-16 

o Provide leadership for the College on all matters with an international aspect. 
o Participate in Dean’s level leadership discussions and decision making for the College of Arts and 

Sciences (a large, diverse unit with over 30 departments and programs, spanning the sciences, 
humanities, and social sciences; over 400 faculty and an annual budget of over US$70 million). 

o Communicate and work with the Associate Provost for Internationalization and the International 
Center. 

o Represent the College, initiate, negotiate and manage faculty and student exchange programs with 
international universities. 

o Represent the College, initiate, negotiate and manage transfer agreements with international 
universities. 

o Assist with policies and management of recruitment of international students. 
o Initiate and coordinate support programs geared toward international student success. 
o Promote and manage international scholarships, such as Fulbright. 
o Develop, promote and manage faculty-led education abroad programs. 
o Run programmatic initiatives, such as Passport to the World. 

 
• Director of the International Studies Program, University of Kentucky, 2015-16 

o Lead a popular interdisciplinary undergraduate program with about 300 majors. 
o Coordinate and manage a complex curriculum. 
o Lead the faculty advisory committee for International Studies. 
o Communicate and collaborate with professional advising staff. 
o Negotiate with key stakeholders in different departments. 
o Develop the curriculum, for example by creating a new introductory course. 
o Lead initiatives to enhance the career readiness of International Studies majors, for example 

curating a resource guide for internships. 
o Develop an International Studies alumni network. 
o Serve as faculty advisor for active undergraduate student society. 

 
• Chair, Department of Geography, University of Kentucky, 2008-2012  

o Lead a diverse department with multiple missions: to conduct and publish high quality research in 
human and physical geography; to provide high quality undergraduate instruction for majors and 
non-majors; to provide high quality graduate education and professional development; highly 
ranked graduate program. 
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o Lead comprehensive restructuring of Geography’s undergraduate curriculum and Geography’s 
contributions to university’s new core curriculum. 

o Responsible for 20 tenured/tenure-track faculty members, 2-6 other instructors, 4 staff persons, and 
20 graduate student teaching/research assistants and ~20 additional graduate students. 

o Facilitate and oversee strategic planning by diverse constituents. 
o Represent Department to internal and external communities; articulated the contributions of the 

Department and their value. 
o Manage annual budget of over US$2 million, including salaries, operating budget, and endowment 

accounts; demonstrated fiscal responsibility and transparency in times of budget stress. 
 

• Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Geography, University of Kentucky, 1999-2001 
o Day to day management of graduate program. 
o Lead highly successful annual recruitment and admissions processes. 
o Negotiate with Graduate School. 
o Work with Department Chair to integrate Graduate education and professional development with 

Department’s other missions. 
 

• Editor, Progress in Human Geography, 2012-2017 
o Journal ranked 2/76 in Geography by ISI; Impact Factor: 5.010; published by Sage Publications, 

London, UK. 
o Work closely with international editorial team members on strategic planning and management 

issues. 
o Communicate regularly with publisher’s staff. 
o Work with authors and reviewers to identify and develop strong papers. 

 
• Member, Dean’s Executive Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky, 2003-2004 

o Work with small group of faculty leaders to advise new Dean on all matters, including contentious 
procedures to respond to serious budget shortfalls, faculty assessment policies, and college 
restructuring. 

 
 
 

Education 
 
 

Ph.D. Geography, Maxwell School, Syracuse University. 
Dissertation: The Local and the Global: The Cayman Islands and the International Financial System, February 
1992. 
 
M.A. Geography, Maxwell School, Syracuse University. 
Thesis: A Critical Evaluation of the City Lifecycle Idea, April 1986. 
 
B.A. (Honors) Social Science - Geography, University of Leicester, Great Britain. 
Dissertation: Conflict and Change in the Galloway Forest Park, Scotland, June 1982.  
 
 
 

Professional Appointments 
 
 
Associate Provost for Internationalization, University of Kentucky. 2016- present. 
 
Associate Dean for International Affairs, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky. 2015- 2016.  
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Director, International Studies Program, University of Kentucky. 2015- 2016. 
 
Full Professor, Department of Geography, University of Kentucky. 2009- present. 
 
Co-Editor, Progress in Human Geography, 2012-2017. 
 
Fulbright Scholar, 2012-13, University of Turku, Finland. 
 
Associate Professor (tenured), Department of Geography, University of Kentucky. 1997- 2009. Full member of the 
Graduate Faculty. 1997- present. 
 
Chair, Department of Geography, University of Kentucky. 2008-2012. 
 
Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Geography, University of Kentucky. 1999- 2001.  
 
Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, University of Kentucky. 1991-1997. Associate Member of the 
Graduate Faculty. 1992-97.  
 
Faculty Affiliate, Department of Gender and Women’s Studies, University of Kentucky, 2001- present 
 
Member, Committee on Social Theory, University of Kentucky, 1991 - present. 
 
Part-time Lecturer, Department of Geography, University of Vermont, Burlington VT. Spring 1991. 
 
Part-time Instructor, Department of Economics, St. Michael's College, Colchester VT. Spring 1991. 
 
Full-time Lecturer, School of Geography, Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge, Great Britain. 
1986-7.        
 
 
 

Areas of Academic Specialization 
 
 
Economic Geography; Political Geography; Development Studies; Social Theory 

• global economic and political restructuring, neoliberalism, trade, inequality and the super-rich, international 
finance, offshore financial centers 

• geopolitics, U.S. hegemony, militarization, security 
• development and anti-development, development policy and geopolitics, practices of development 

institutions 
• social theory and geography, gender, inequity, political economy 

 
 
 
 
                                          

Publications 
 

Books 
 
Authored 
 
2010 Economic Geography: Places, Networks, and Flows. Co-authored with Andrew Wood. New York: 

Routledge. 
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Edited 
 
2014 Sage Handbook of Human Geography. Co-edited with Roger Lee, Noel Castree, Rob Kitchin, Vicky 

Lawson, Anssi Paasi, Chris Philo, Sarah Radcliffe, and Charles Withers. London: Sage.  
 
1998 An Unruly World? Geography, Globalization and Governance.  Co-edited with Andrew Herod and Gearóid 

ÓTuathail. New York: Routledge. 
  
1997 Thresholds in Feminist Geography. Co-edited with John Paul Jones III and Heidi Nast. Lanham, MD.: 

Rowman and Littlefield.  
  
 

 
Publications in Refereed Journals 

 
 
2017 Susan M. Roberts, “Delineating Predator Empire,” in “Reading Ian Shaw's Predator Empire: Drone Warfare 

and Full Spectrum Dominance,” Political Geography 62: 217-218. 
(https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polgeo.2017.09.010) 

 
2017 Susan M. Roberts, in “Book Review Forum on Eric Sheppard’s Limits to Globalization: Disruptive 

Geographies of Capitalist Development,” Economic Geography 93, 5: 527-541.  
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00130095.2017.1380936) 

 
2016 Julie MacLeavy, Susan M. Roberts, and Kendra Strauss, “Feminist Inclusions in Economic Geography: 

What difference does difference make?” Environment and Planning A 48, 10: 2067-2071. (DOI: 
10.1177/0308518X16659669) 

 
2015 Susan M. Roberts, “Commentary on David Harvey’s Seventeen Contradictions,” Human Geography 8, 2: 

86-92. 
 
2014 Susan M. Roberts, “Development Capital: USAID and the rise of development contractors,” Annals of the 

Association of American Geographers 104, 5: 1030–1051. (DOI:10.1080/00045608.2014.924749) 
 
2014 Susan M. Roberts, “What do we want our words and our concepts to do?” Dialogues in Human Geography 

4, 3: 331–334. (DOI: 10.1177/2043820614544605) 
 
2014 Susan M. Roberts, “Doctoral Programs in Geography in the United States,” in special issue “Rethinking the 

Ph.D. in Geography” (Editors: Mark Boyle, Mary Gilmartin, and Ken Foote). Geojournal 80, 2: 247-250. 
(DOI: 10.1007/s10708-014-9581-7) 

 
2014 Jeremy W. Crampton, Susan M. Roberts and Ate Poorthuis, “The New Political Economy of Geographical 

Intelligence,” Annals of the Association of American Geographers 104, 1: 196-214. (DOI: 
10.1080/00045608.2013.843436) 

 
2014 Carrie Mott and Susan M. Roberts, “Not Everyone Has (the) Balls: Urban Exploration and the Persistence 

of Masculinist Geography,” Antipode 46, 1: 229-245. (DOI: 10.1111/anti.12033) 
 
2013 Susan M. Roberts and Andrew Wood, “Why write textbooks?” Book Views, Regional Studies 47, 9: 1609-

1611. (DOI: 10.1080/00343404.2013.843769)  
 
2012 Susan M. Roberts, Anna Secor, and Matthew Zook, “Critical Infrastructure: Mapping the Leaky Plumbing 

of US Hegemony.” Antipode 44, 1: 5-9. (DOI: 10.1111/j.1467-8330.2011.00931.x) 
 
2011 John Paul Jones III, Susan M. Roberts and Oliver Frohling, “Managerialism in Motion: Lessons  

from Oaxaca,” Journal of Latin American Studies 43: 633-662. (DOI: 10.1017/S0022216X11001052)  

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polgeo.2017.09.010)
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2008 Margath Walker, Susan M. Roberts, John Paul Jones III and Oliver Frohling, “Neoliberal development 

through technical assistance: Constructing communities of entrepreneurial subjects in Oaxaca, Mexico,” 
Geoforum 39: 524-557. (DOI:10.1016/j.geoforum.2007.10.009) 

 
2007 Susan M. Roberts, Sarah Wright and Phillip O’Neill, “Good Governance in the Pacific? Ambivalence and 

Possibility,” Geoforum 38: 967-984. (DOI: 10.1016/j.geoforum.2007.04.003) 
 
2007 David Walker, John Paul Jones III, Susan M. Roberts and Oliver Frohling, “When Participation meets 

Empowerment: The WWF and the Politics of Invitation in the Chimalapas, Mexico,” Annals of the 
Association of American Geographers 97, 2: 423-444. (DOI: 10.1111/j.1467-8306.2007.00546.x) 

 
2007  Sarah Moore, Jamie Winders, Oliver Frohling, John Paul Jones III and Susan M. Roberts, “Mapping the 

Grassroots:  NGO Formalization in Oaxaca, Mexico,” Journal of International Development 19: 223-237. 
(DOI:10.1002/jid.1329) 

 
2006 Susan M. Roberts, “Preoccupation with Occupation,” Review essay, Geopolitics 11, 4: 730-739. (DOI: 

10.1080/14650040600891014) 
 
2005 Susan M. Roberts, John Paul Jones III, and Oliver Frohling, “NGOs and the Globalization of  
 Managerialism,”  World Development 33, 11: 1845-1864. (DOI: 10.1016/j.worlddev.2005.07.004) 

 
2003 Susan M. Roberts, “Why we let each other down,” invited commentary, Environment and Planning A 35, 

12: 2094-2096. (DOI: 10.1068/a36203b) 
 

2003 Susan M. Roberts, Anna Secor and Matthew Sparke, “Neoliberal Geopolitics,” Antipode 35, 5: 886-897. 
(DOI: DOI: 10.1111/j.1467-8330.2003.00363.x) 

  
2001 Susan M. Roberts and Mary Curran, “Dilemmas of Difference: Teaching the ‘Non-West Critically,” 

International Research in Geographical and Environmental Education 10, 2: 179-183. (DOI: 
10.1080/10382040108667436)   

 
2000 Susan M. Roberts, “Realizing Critical Geographies of the University,” Antipode 32, 3: 230-244. (DOI: 

10.1111/1467-8330.00132) 
 
2000 Susan M. Roberts, “Review Symposium on Critical Geopolitics,” Political Geography 19, 
  345-346. (DOI: 10.1016/S0962-6298(99)00065-7) 
 
1998 Susan M. Roberts, “What about the Children?” invited commentary, Environment and Planning A  30, 1: 3-

11. (DOI: 10.1068/a300003) 
 
1995 Susan M. Roberts, “Small Place, Big Money: The Cayman Islands and the International Financial System,” 

Economic Geography 71, 3: 237-256.   Reprinted in J. Bryson, N. Henry, D. Keeble, and R. Martin (Eds.) 
(1999) The Economic Geography Reader. New York: Wiley. 

 
1994 Susan M. Roberts and Richard H. Schein. “Response to Rutherford Platt's Commentary on the 

Entrepreneurial City,” Professional Geographer 46, 2: 252-254. 
 
1993  Susan M. Roberts and Richard H. Schein. “The Entrepreneurial City: Fabricating Urban Development in 

Syracuse, N.Y.,” Professional Geographer 45, 1: 21-34.  
 
1991 Susan M. Roberts, “A Critical Evaluation of the City Lifecycle Idea,” Urban Geography  
 (September-October) 12, 5: 431-49. 
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Invited and Refereed Chapters 
 

 
2018 Susan M. Roberts, “Just carry on being different,” in Marion Werner, Jamie Peck, Rebecca Lave, and Brett 

Chistophers (Eds.), Doreen Massey: Critical Dialogues. Newcastle Upon Tyne: Agenda Publishing. In 
Press.  

 
2016 Susan M. Roberts, “Neoliberal Geopolitics,” in Simon Springer, Kean Birch, and Julie MacLeavy (Eds.), 

Handbook of Neoliberalism, pp. 433-443. New York: Routledge. 
 
2014 Susan M. Roberts, “Containers,” in Nigel Thrift, Adam Tickell, Steve Woolgar, and William H. Rupp 

(Eds.), Globalization in Practice, pp. 84-88. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
 

2013 Susan M. Roberts, “Worlds Apart? Economic Geography and Questions of ‘Development’,” in Trevor 
Barnes, Jamie Peck, and Eric Sheppard (Eds.), The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Economic Geography, 
pp. 552-566. Malden, Mass.: Blackwell. 
 

2013 Susan M. Roberts and Richard H. Schein, “The super-rich, horses, and the transformation of a rural 
landscape in Kentucky,” in Iain Hay (Ed.), Geographies of the Super-Rich, pp.137-154. Cheltenham: 
Edward Elgar. 

 
2009 Susan M. Roberts, “Offshore Finance,” in Rob Kitchin and Nigel Thrift (Eds.), International Encyclopedia 

of Human Geography. Oxford: Elsevier.  
 
2008 Susan M. Roberts, “Succeeding at Tenure and Beyond,” in Michael Solem (Ed.), Aspiring Academics, 

pp.52-63. New York: Prentice Hall.  
 
2008 M. Duane Nellis and Susan M. Roberts, “Developing Collegial Relations in a Department and a 

Discipline,” in Michael Solem (Ed.), Aspiring Academics, pp. 32-41. New York: Prentice Hall.  
   
2006 Susan M. Roberts, “The World Economy,” in Barney Warf (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Human Geography, pp. 

541-544. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.   
 
2006 Susan M. Roberts, “Structural Adjustment,” in Barney Warf (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Human Geography, pp. 

462-464.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
 
2004 Susan M. Roberts, “Gendered Globalization,” in Eleonore Kofman, Linda Peake and Lynn Staeheli (Eds.), 

Mapping Women, Making Politics: Feminist Perspectives on Political Geography, pp.127-140.  New York: 
Routledge.  

 
2003 Susan M. Roberts, “Economic Landscapes,” in James Duncan, Nuala Johnson, and Richard Schein (Eds.), A 

Companion to Cultural Geography, pp. 331-346. Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
2003 Susan M. Roberts, “Global Strategic Vision: Managing the World,” in Richard W. Perry and Bill Maurer 

(Eds.), Globalization under Construction: Governmentality, Law and Identity, pp. 1-38. Minneapolis: 
University of Minnesota Press.  

 
2002 Susan M. Roberts, “Global Regulation and Trans-state Organization,” in R.J. Johnston, Peter J. Taylor, and 

Michael Watts (Eds.), Geographies of Global Change: Remapping the World, Second Edition, pp. 143-
157. Oxford: Blackwell. (Significantly revised version of first edition chapter.)  

 
1999 Susan M. Roberts, “Confidence Men: Offshore Finance and Citizenship,” in Mark P. Hampton and Jason 

Abbott (Eds.), Offshore Finance Centres and Tax Havens: the Rise of Global Capital, pp. 117-139. 
Basingstoke: Macmillan.  
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1995 Susan M. Roberts, “Global Regulation and Trans-state Organization,” in R.J. Johnston, Peter J. Taylor and 
Michael Watts (Eds.), Geographies of Global Change: Remapping the World in the Late Twentieth Century, 
pp. 111-126. Oxford: Blackwell.  

  
1994 Susan M. Roberts, “Automobiles and the Japanese Connection: Toyota in Kentucky,” in R. Ulack, K.B. 

Raitz, and H. Lambert Hopper (Eds.), Lexington and Kentucky’s Inner Bluegrass Region. Pathways in 
Geography Series no. 10, pp. 42-46. Indiana, PA: National Council for Geographic Education. (Site Guide 
for 1994 National Meetings of the NCGE.) 

 
1994  Susan M. Roberts and Richard H. Schein, “Earth Shattering: Global Imagery and GIS,” in J. Pickles (Ed.), 

Ground Truth: The Social Implications of Geographic Information Systems, pp.  171-195. New York: 
Guilford.  

 
1994 Susan M. Roberts, “Fictitious Capital, Fictitious Spaces?: The Geography of Offshore Financial Flows,” in 

S. Corbridge, R. Martin & N. Thrift (Eds.), Money, Power and Space, pp. 91-115. Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
 

Other Chapters 
 
 
1998 Susan M. Roberts, “The Geo-Politics of Regulatory Regimes: Comparing the Governance of International 

Trade and Finance,” in A. Herod, G. ÓTuathail and S. M. Roberts (Eds.) An Unruly World? Geography, 
Globalization and Governance, New York: Routledge, pp. 116-134. 

 
1998 A. Herod, G. ÓTuathail and Susan M. Roberts, “Introduction,” in A. Herod, G. Ó Tuathail and  S. M. 

Roberts (Eds) An Unruly World? Geography, Globalization and Governance, New York: Routledge, pp. 1-
24. 

  
1997 J. P. Jones, H. J. Nast and Susan M. Roberts, “Introduction,” and “Conclusions,” in J. P. Jones,  H. J. Nast 

and S. M. Roberts (Eds.) Thresholds in Feminist Geography, Lanham, Md.: Rowman and Littlefield, pp. 
xxi-xxxix and pp. 393–405.  

 
 

Book Reviews 
 
 
2013 Review of From Recipients to Donors: Emerging Powers and the Changing Development Landscape, 

Emma Mawdsley (2012, London: Zed Books) in Economic Geography 89, 4: 429-430. (DOI: 
10.1111/ecge.12035) 

 
2009 Review of Neoliberalization: States, Networks, Peoples, edited by Kim England and Kevin Ward (2007, 

Malden, Mass.: Blackwell) in Growth and Change 40, 2: 366-369. 
 
2007 Review of Globalization and Finance, Tony Porter (2005, Malden, Mass: Polity Press) in Economic 

Geography 83, 3: 319-320.  
 
1996 Review of Human Geography, edited by D. Gregory, R. Martin and G. Smith (1995, Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota Press) in Gender, Place and Culture 3, 3: 359-361. 
 
1994 Review of Global Finance and Urban Living: A Study of Metropolitan Change, edited by Leslie Budd and 

Sam Whimster (1992, New York: Routledge) in Professional Geographer 46, 1: 119-120. 
 
1993 Review of Divided Cities: New York and London in the Contemporary World, edited by Susan S. Fainstein, 

Ian Gordon, and Michael Harloe. (1992, Cambridge: Blackwell) Journal of Regional Science 33, 4: 575-
578. 
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1993  Review of The Caribbean in the Wider World, 1492-1992, Bonham C. Richardson (1992, New York: 
Cambridge University Press) in Annals, Association of American Geographers 83, 4: 740-743. 

 
1992  “Development in Small Island Countries,” Review of Developmental Issues in Small Island Economies, 

David L. McKee and Clem Tisdell (1990, New York: Praeger) Growth and Change 23, 1: 118-120. 
 
 
 

 

Honors 
 
 

Extramural 
 

2017-18 Alumni Fellow, SEC Academic Leaderhip Development Program. 
 
2016 Von Humboldt Lecture, Department of Geography, University of California Los Angeles. 
 
2013-14 Fellow, SEC Academic Leadership Development Program. 
 
2012 Fulbright University of Turku Scholar (Finland). Academic year research Fulbright fellowship.  
 
2011 Keynote Speaker, Finnish Geographical Society annual meeting and Faculty Leader (invited), Finnish 

Geography Graduate School workshop on Economy, Culture and Power, University of Turku. 
 
2009 Visiting Research Scholar, National Institute for Regional and Spatial Analysis, National University of 

Ireland – Maynooth, June-July. 
 
2008 Plenary Speaker and Faculty Leader (invited), Summer Institute in Economic Geography,  University of 

Manchester, Gt. Britain, July 13-18.  
 
2008 University of Leicester, 50th Anniversary Lecture, Department of Geography. 
 
2006 University of Helsinki, Medal of the University, in recognition of valuable service to the University.  
 
2006 Visiting Academic, School of Environmental and Life Sciences, University of Newcastle, NSW, Australia, 

January – July 2006. 
 

2005 Cressey-James Distinguished Alumni Lecture, Department of Geography, Syracuse University. 
 
2005 Society of Woman Geographers, elected to membership.  
 

 
Intramural 

 
 
2015 Outstanding Teaching Award, University of Kentucky Geographical Society (student organization).  
 
2006 William B. Sturgill Award, University of Kentucky. For outstanding contributions to graduate education. 
 
2005 Outstanding Teaching Award, University of Kentucky Geographical Society (student organization).  
 
2004-5 Circles of Power Participant, selected to participate in a year-long leadership development  program for 

women faculty, Office of the President, University of Kentucky  
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Research Grants and Other Funding 

 
 

Extramural 
 

2015 Fulbright Specialist Award. Grant with Lisa Cliggett to fund collaborative curriculum development with 
faculty in Geography, Anthropology and Sociology, at the University of Western Cape, South Africa.  

 
2015 National Science Foundation Geosciences Program ($45,000) Summer Institute in Economic Geography. 

Grant with Andrew Wood (PI), Jamie Peck, Michael Samers, and Matthew Zook to fund summer institute 
for early career economic geographers. 

 
2013-15 Australian Research Council Human Geography Discovery Program (AU$499,786). Grant with Phil 

McManus (PI), Paul McGreevy, Aidan Davison to fund research on “Caring for thoroughbreds: addressing 
social, economic and welfare issues in international horse racing.” 

 
2012 Fulbright University of Turku Scholar (Finland). Academic year research award. 
 
2011 National Science Foundation Geography & Regional Science Program ($11,800) Doctoral Dissertation 

Improvement Grant with Kelsey Hanrahan to fund Ph.D. research on “Interdependent Livelihood Strategies 
among the Elderly in Northern Region, Ghana.” 

 
2008 National Science Foundation Geography & Regional Science Program ($7,800) Doctoral Dissertation 

Improvement Grant with Juli Hazlewood to fund Ph.D. research on “Doctoral Dissertation Research: 
African Oil Palm Plantation Expansion and Geographies of Hope in the Ecuadorian Choco Region.” 

 
2008 National Science Foundation Geography & Regional Science Program ($9,000) Doctoral Dissertation 

Improvement Grant with Chris Blackden to fund Ph.D. research on “Doctoral Dissertation Research: 
Transnational Policy Articulations: India, Agriculture, and the WTO.” 

 
2003-06 National Science Foundation Geography & Regional Science Program ($150,000) Regular Research grant 

with John Paul Jones III (University of Arizona) and Oliver Froehling (Universidad de la Tierra, Oaxaca, 
Mexico) “Transnational Non Governmental Organization Networks.”  

 
2003 National Science Foundation Science and Technology Studies ($11,949) Doctoral Dissertation 

Improvement Grant with Joshua Lepawsky to fund Ph.D. research on “Digital Aspirations: Malaysia and the 
Multimedia Supercorridor.” 

 
2001 National Science Foundation Geography & Regional Science Program ($9,915) Doctoral 

Dissertation Improvement Grant with Margo Kleinfeld to fund Ph.D. research on “Opening Humanitarian 
Space in Sri Lanka.” 

 
2000 National Science Foundation Arctic Social Science Program ($9,850) Doctoral Dissertation Research with 

Matthew Kurtz to fund Ph.D. research on “Rural Tourism Development in Kotzebue, Alaska and the 
Production of Place, Memory, and Corporate Organization.” 

 
1999 National Science Foundation Geography & Regional Science Program ($7,361) Doctoral Dissertation 

Improvement Grant with Carl Dahlman to fund Ph.D. research on  “Unsettling Geopolitics: Kurdish Identity 
in two Refugee Communities.” 

 
1998 National Science Foundation Geography & Regional Science Program ($9,950) Doctoral Dissertation 

Improvement Grant with Matthew Kurtz to fund Ph.D. research on “Rural Tourism Development in 
Kotzebue Alaska.” 
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1997 Young Research Worker Award, Royal Geographical Society and The Institute of British Geographers, to 
cover costs of participating in the 1997 Annual Conference in Exeter, U.K. Nominated by the Economic 
Geography Research Group of the I.B.G. (Declined) 

 
1996 Travel Grant, National Research Council (National Academy of Sciences), to participate in International 

Geographical Congress, The Hague, Netherlands. (Declined) 
  
1993-96 National Science Foundation Geography & Regional Science Program ($25,000) grant to fund 

an intensive international workshop "New Horizons in Feminist Geography." With Heidi J. Nast, John Paul 
Jones III, and Richard Ulack.  Workshop held January 1995 at University of Kentucky. Edited volume 
Thresholds in Feminist Geography resulted. 

 
1992 Travel Grant, Kentucky Council on International Education. 
 
1990 Dissertation Research Grant, Otis Paul Starkey Fund, Association of American Geographers. 
 
1989 Summer Seminar Scholarship, Institute of World Affairs, Salisbury, Connecticut. 
 
1989 Travel Grant, Institute of International Education. 
 

 
 

Intramural 
 

2014 Summer Research Fellowship, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky. Grant to fund 
research on the “Drone Economy.” With Jeremy Crampton. 

 
2012-13 Sabbatical Leave, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky. 
 
2008 Dean’s Lecture and Visiting Professor Grant, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky. Grant 

to fund visit of Prof. Wendy Larner. With Andrew Wood.  
 
2005-06 Sabbatical Leave, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky. 
 
2004-05 Dean’s Lecture and Visiting Professor Grant, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky. Grant 

to fund faculty exchange with University of Nottingham, Britain  
 
2003-04 Dean’s Lecture and Visiting Professor Grant, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky. Grant 

to fund faculty exchange with University of Nottingham, Britain  
 
2000-01 Enrichment Grant, Dean of the Graduate School, University of Kentucky. Grant to fund invited speaker 

symposium on “Reworking culture/economy.” With Adrian Smith. 
 
1998-89 Sabbatical Leave, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky. 
 
1996 Summer Faculty Research Fellowship, Vice President for Research and Graduate Studies, University of 

Kentucky. 
 
1995-96 Research Assistant Grant, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky. With Richard Ulack. 
 
1995 Enrichment Grant, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky. Grant to fund invited public 

speaker series on “The Mexican Crisis.” With Oliver Froehling and Jeff Popke. 
 
1995 Course Release, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky. 
 
1994-95 Research Assistant Grant, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky. 
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1994 Internationalizing the Curriculum Grant, Office of International Affairs, University of Kentucky. 
 
1993  Enrichment Grant, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Kentucky. Grant to fund invited public 

speaker series on “Society and Nature: Political Ecology at Fin de Siècle.” With John Pickles.  
 
1992  Summer Faculty Research Fellowship, Vice President for Research and Graduate Studies, University of 

Kentucky. 
 
1992 Mini-Grant for Instructional Improvement, Dean of Undergraduate Studies, University of Kentucky. 
 
1990 Dissertation Research Grant, Roscoe-Martin Fund, Maxwell School, Syracuse University. 
 
1989-90 University Fellowship, full support for academic year, Syracuse University. 
 
1989 Summer Fellowship, Syracuse University. 
 
1987-88 University Fellowship, full support for academic year, Syracuse University. 
                                    
1984 Summer Fellowship, Syracuse University. 
 
 

 

Presentations 
 
 

Conferences  
 
 
2018  Panelist “Author-meets-Critics: Trevor Barnes and Brett Christophers Economic Geography,” AAG 

national meetings, New Orleans.  
 
2018 “Strategic Plans and the Senior International Office,” Association of International Education Administrators 

(AIEA), Washington DC.  
 
2017 “Doreen Massey’s Impact” AAG national meetings, Boston. 
 
2017 Panelist “Author-meets-Critics: Ian Shaw’s Predator Empire: Drone warfare and full spectrum 

dominance,” AAG national meetings, Boston. 
 
2017  Panelist “Author-meets-Critics: Eric Sheppard’s Limits to Globalization: The disruptive geographies of 

capitalist development,” AAG national meetings, Boston. 
 
2015 “Succeeding in the ‘Global Race’: Competing and Partnering for Development” 4th Global Conference on 

Economic Geography, Oxford, UK 
 
2015 Panelist “Economic Geographies in/for/of Development: Critical Reflections” 4th Global Conference on 

Economic Geography, Oxford, UK 
 
2015 “The ‘Global Race’: A Critical Examination of The Logics of Competing and Partnering in Neoliberal 

Development” 7th International Conference in Critical Geography, Ramallah, Palestine. 
 
2015 “Drone Economies: The Emergence of Drones from the Military” AAG national meetings, Chicago. With 

Jeremy Crampton. 
 
2015 Panelist “Author-Meets-Critics: David Harvey's Seventeen Contradictions and the End of Capitalism,” 

AAG national meetings, Chicago. 
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2015 Panelist “Development Geographies: Looking Forward” AAG national meetings, Chicago.  
 
2014 “Drone Economies,” Royal Geographical Society/Institute of British Geographers annual conference, 

London. With Jeremy Crampton. 
 
2014 “Geography and the Political Economy of US Intelligence,” 27th Annual Political Geography Specialty 

Group (AAG) Pre-conference, Tampa, FL. 
 
2011 “Economic Geographies of Foreign Aid: USAID and the Contracting Regime,” Third Global Economic 

Geography Conference, Seoul, South Korea. 
 
2011 “Foreign Assistance for Development: USAID and the World of Development Contractors,” AAG  

national meetings, Seattle.  
 
2010 Panelist “Challenges and Opportunities facing Geography Programs in the Southeast,” SEDAAG 

meeting, Birmingham, AL. 
 
2010 Panelist “Supporting, encouraging, and assessing faculty productivity across all ranks,” AAG national 

meeting, Washington DC. 
 
2009 “Development and Smart Power: the case of the US Millennium Challenge Corporation,” AAG  national 

meetings, Las Vegas. 
 
2007 “The Geopolitics of US Foreign Aid,” Critical Geography Conference, University of Kentucky. 
 
2007 “Development is Dead,” Second Global Economic Geography Conference, Beijing, China. 
 
2007 “Good Governance in the Pacific,” Association of American Geographers (AAG) national meeting, San 

Francisco. 
 
2007 “Neoliberal Geopolitics and the Persistent Mappings of Empire,” (with Anna Secor), International and 

Security Studies Conference, York University, Canada.  
 
2006  “Good Governance in the Pacific? Ambivalence and Possibility,” (with Sarah Wright and Phillip O’Neill) 

IGU conference, Brisbane, Australia. 
 
2005 Invited Discussant for Plenary Session “European Financial Geographies: Spaces, Flows, and Networks” 

by Prof. G.L. Clark, Oxford University. Royal Geographical Society/Institute of British Geographers (RGS-
IBG) annual conference, London. 

 
2005  “Professionalized Subjects and Participatory Practices: Stories from the Chimalapas Forest,” (with David 

Walker, John Paul Jones III, and Oliver Fröhling), AAG national meeting, Denver. 
 
2005 Invited discussant for four papers in “Geographies of financial globalisation: theory and practice III - 

Regulation and governance,” AAG national meeting, Denver. 
 
2005 Panelist in “The Silent Third: Service Responsibilities and Academic Obligations,” AAG national meeting, 

Denver. 
 
2005 Panelist in “Geographies of Survival,” 4th Conferencia International de Geografía Crítica, Mexico City. 
 
2004 “NGOs and the Globalization of Managerialism,” Sexto Symposio Internacional Bienal de Estudios 

Oaxaqueños, Oaxaca, Mexico. (With John Paul Jones III, Oliver Frohling, David Walker and Margath 
Walker) 

 
2004 “Development is Dead,” AAG national meeting, Philadelphia.  

http://communicate.aag.org/eseries/aag_org/program/SessionDetail.cfm?SessionID=695
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2003  “Offshore Financial Centers and Moral Geographies,” invited paper, Association of American  

Anthropologists (AAA) annual national meeting, Chicago.  
 
2003 “Where Globalization meets Development: Youth Education Programs,” AAG national meeting, New 

Orleans. 
 
2003 Invited panelist in “Postcards from New Orleans,” AAG national meeting, New Orleans. 
 
2002 “Transition, Emergence, and Development: Proper Economies and Proper Children,” Globalization 

Conference, Global Studies Program, University of Iowa, Iowa City.  
 
1996 “Transnational Networks of NGOs and Discourses of Managerialism,” V Congress of the Americas, 

Universidad des Las Americas, Puebla, Mexico.   
 
2001 “Child Labor: Geopolitics of Outrage and Politics of Action,” AAG national meeting, New York City. 
 
1994 “Remarks on the Crisis,” Antipode Roundtable on the Crisis of Economic Geography. Global  

Conference on Economic Geography, Singapore. 
 
2000 “Geo-politics of Outrage and Action: the Child Labor Issue,” Global Conference on Economic 

Geography, Singapore. 
 
2000 “Offshore linkages: Ireland and the Cayman Islands,” Caribbean Studies Association annual meeting. St. 

Lucia. 
 
1995 “Child Labor: Geographies of Affect and Action,” Social Theory Consortium Conference, Lexington. 
 
2000  Panelist in sponsored discussion panel “Poststructuralist Economic Geography,” AAG national meeting, 

Pittsburgh. 
 
2000 Panelist in sponsored session “Millennial Speculations: Geographies of Financial Order/Disorder,” AAG 

national meetings, Pittsburgh. 
 
1998 “Child Labor: Political and Economic Geographies of Connection and Context,” AAG national meeting, 

Boston.  
 

1998 “Global Strategic Vision: Managing the World,” New World Orders? New Terrains in an Era of 
Globalization Conference/Workshop. School of Social Ecology, University of California – Irvine.  

 
1997 “Imperative Globality,” International Critical Geography Conference, University of British Columbia, 

Vancouver, Canada. 
 
1996 “Discourses of Globalization and the Geopolitics of Capital: Strategic Global Management,” Paper in 

session “The Spaces and Places of International Political Economy: Globalization, Regulation and 
Geography,” International Studies Association national meeting, San Diego. 

 
1996 “Regulation of Whom, by Whom, for Whom? Comparing the Governance of International Trade and 

Finance,” Crises of Global Governance and Regulation, Mini-Conference, Athens, Georgia. 
 
1996 Discussant for papers presented in session “Development and Urbanization in the Caribbean Basin,” AAG 

national meeting, Charlotte.  
 
1995    Panelist in Author Meets Critics session for Robert A. Beauregard’s Voices of Decline: the Postwar Fate of 

US Cities. (1993, Cambridge: Blackwell). AAG national meeting, Chicago. 
 



ROBERTS 

15 

1994 “The Global Imperative,” panel presentation in session “The Future of Political Economy,” Kentucky-
Ohio-Indiana Mini-Conference on Critical Geography, Cincinnati. 

 
1994 Panelist in special sponsored discussion panel “The Global and the Local: Critical Assessments II,” AAG 

national meeting, San Francisco. 
 
1994 Panelist in special sponsored discussion panel “GIS and Geography,” AAG national meeting, San 

Francisco.  
 
1994  Discussant for four papers presented in session “Caribbean Urbanization and Industrialization: How 

Sustainable are They?” AAG national meeting, San Francisco. 
  
1993 “The BCCI Case: Patchy Geographies of Regulation and Risk,” AAG national meeting, Atlanta. 
 
1992 “The World is Whose Oyster? Globalization and Imagery,” AAG national meeting, San Diego. 
 
1992 Panelist in special sponsored discussion panel “Surviving the First Few Years: Issues for New Women 

Faculty,” South East Division of the AAG (SEDAAG) annual meeting, Louisville. 
 
1992 Discussant for five papers presented in special session “Gender Matters,” SEDAAG annual meeting, 

Louisville. 
 
1991 "The State of Business: Public and Private Promotion of the Cayman Islands,” AAG national meeting, 

Miami. 
 
1990 “Offshore Banking and Captive Insurance in the Cayman Islands,” Regional Science Association national 

meeting, Boston. 
 
1990 “Going Offshore: Finance and Development in the Caribbean,” in special session “The Caribbean under 

Global Restructuring,” AAG national meeting, Toronto. 
 
1990 Panel presentation in sponsored session “Money Makes the World Go Round: The Geopolitics of 

International Finance,” AAG national meeting, Toronto.  
 
1989 “Dollars on Vacation? The Cayman Islands and the World Financial System,” AAG national meeting, 

Baltimore. 
 
1988 “A Critical Evaluation of the City Lifecycle Concept,” AAG national meeting, Phoenix. 
 

 
 

Invited Plenaries, Research Seminars, and Colloquia 
 
 
Extramural 
 
2018 “Development as Soft Power: USAID under Trump,” Development Strudies Seminar, University of 

Toronto, Canada.  
 
2017 “Development: Business and Soft Power?” Keynote, Manchester-Duke Workshop on the Architectures of 

Inequality, Manchester University, Gt. Britain. 
 
2016 “Making a Market for Commercial Drones,” Von Humboldt Lecture, Department of Geography, 

University of California Los Angeles. 
 
2015 “Emerging Drone Economies,” Yi Fu Tuan Lecture, Department of Geography, University of Wisconsin-

Madison. 
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2013 “Political Economy of US Intelligence,” Space and Politics Research Group, University of Tampere, 

Finland. 
 
2013  “Geographical Knowledge and US Intelligence,” Department of Geography, University of Oulu, Finland. 
 
2013 "Privatizing Overseas Aid: USAID and the rise of Contractors," Heidelberg Center for American Studies. 

Heidelberg, Germany. 
 
2011 "Changing Geographies of Neoliberal Development: the rise of contractors," Keynote presentation at the 

annual meetings of the Finnish Geographical Society, University of Turku, Finland.  
 
2011 “Making markets” and “Geography and Development Studies,” Finnish Graduate School in Geography, on 

Economy, Culture and Power, University of Turku, Finland. 
 
2009 “George W. Bush and the Third World,” Department of Geography, University of Illinois.  
 
2008  “Questions of Development,” Summer Institute in Economic Geography, University of Manchester, Great 

Britain. 
 
2008 “US Port Security,” Center for the Study of Global Change, Indiana University, Bloomington. 
 
2008 “US Foreign Aid Policy: Neoliberal Geopolitics and Development,” University’s 50th Anniversary Lecture, 

Department of Geography, University of Leicester, Great Britain. 
 
2006 “US Port Security, Global Maritime Trade and the New Border Geographies,” Research Seminar, Monash 

University, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia. 
 
2006 “What has happened to the Idea of Development?” Keynote address at the Inter-University Faculty and 

Postgraduate Workshop in Human Geography, Sydney, NSW, Australia. 
 
2006 “US Ports in the Security Age,” Research Seminar, School of Geography, University 

 of New England, Armidale, NSW, Australia. 
 
2006 “Constructing Globalization: The case of Maritime Container Traffic,” Research Seminar, 

  School of Environmental and Life Sciences, University of Newcastle, NSW, Australia. 
 
2005 “Taking it to the Top: Neoliberalism and the Scaling of Gender,” Cressey-James Distinguished Alumni        

Lecture, Department of Geography, Syracuse University, NY.  
 
2005 “Flexible Borders: US Ports and the Tensions of Security in a Neoliberal Age,” Department of Geography, 

University of South Carolina. 
 
2004 “US Port Security: Economic and Political Dilemmas,” University Hour Speaker, Eastern Connecticut 

State University, Willimantic, CT. 
 
2004 “Contradictory Geographies at the Borders: The Case of US Ports,” Department of Geography, 

 Miami University, Oxford, OH. 
 
2003 “Geographies of Economic Edges,” School of Geography, University of Nottingham, Gt. Britain.  
 
2001 “Researching the Geography of Money,” Plenary address, National Conference on Undergraduate 

Research, Lexington, KY.  
 
1999 “Globalization Strategies,” Cultural Studies Program, University of California-Davis, Davis, CA.  
 
1999 “Managing The World,” Department of Geography, University of Washington, Seattle, WA.  
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1999 “Children at Work: Geographies of Child Labor,” Department of Geography, Workshop on 
  “Geographies of Young People, Young Peoples Geography,” San Diego State University, CA. 
 
1998 “Globalization as Project,” International Political Economy Program, conference on “The Politics of 

Globalization/s,” Cornell University, Ithaca, NY. 
 
1995 “Discourses of Globalization,” Department of Geography Research Seminar. University of Bristol, Gt. 

Britain 
 
1994 “The World is Whose Oyster? Globalization and Geography,” Department of Geography Coffee Hour 

Colloquium. Pennsylvania State University, State College, PA. 
 
1994   "Development Options for Small Caribbean Islands: Banking on Banking,” Department of Geography 

Colloquium. Miami University, Oxford, OH. 
 
1993 “Globalization, Risk, and Regulation: International Banking and the Nation-State,” Department of 

Geography Colloquium. Kent State University, Kent, OH. 
 
1992 “The Geography of Offshore Finance: Circuits of Fictitious and Furtive Capital,” Department of 

Geography Colloquium. Indiana University, Bloomington.  
 
1990 “Global Money: The Cayman Islands and the International Financial System,” Department of Geography 

Colloquium. University of Vermont, Burlington.   
 
 
Intramural 
 
2013 “The New Political Economy of Geographical Intelligence,” (with Jeremy Crampton), Geography 

Colloquium Series, University of Kentucky. 
 
2005 Comments on Peter D. Little’s book Somalia: Economy Without State (2003, Bloomington:  

Indiana University Press). Department of Anthropology, University of Kentucky. 
 
2004 “Contradictory Geographies of America’s Ports,” Faculty Seminar Series, Honors Program, University of 

Kentucky. 
 
2001 Commentator for Francie Chassen-Lopez “The View from the South: An Insurgent Reading of 

Mexican History,” Working Paper Series, Committee on Social Theory, University of Kentucky. 
 
2000 “Future of a Liberal Education,” Panel presentation,  College of Arts and Sciences Day, University of 

Kentucky.  
 
2000 “Money and Space: Development Options for the Cayman Islands,” Faculty Seminar Series,  

Honors Program, University of Kentucky. 
 
1995  “The World is Whose Oyster? The Geopolitics of Representing Globalization,” Working Paper Series,
 Committee on Social Theory, University of Kentucky. 
 
1993 “The Development of Caribbean Offshore Financial Centers,” International Commerce Workshop, College 

of Business and Economics, University of Kentucky. 
 
1987  “Evaluating a Concept: The City Lifecycle Idea,” School of Geography Research Seminar, Anglia 

Polytechnic University, Cambridge, Great Britain.  
                                        
1985 “Organic Analogy and the City Lifecycle Idea in Urban Policy,” Joint Symposium, Syracuse 
 University and London School of Economics Departments of Geography, Syracuse, NY. 
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Conferences, Sessions, and Speaker Series Organized 
 
 
Conferences Organized 
 
2015 Member, Organizing Committee (Dariusz Wójcik, lead organizer) and Convener, Development Economies 

theme,  Fourth Global Conference on Economic Geography, August 19-22, 2015. 
 
1996  Co-organizer, with Gearóid ÓTuathail (Virginia Tech.) and Andrew Herod (University of 
 Georgia), Conference “Crises of Global Regulation and Governance,” April 6-8, Athens, Georgia. 
 
1995 Co-organizer, with John Paul Jones III and Heidi Nast, NSF-sponsored conference and workshop “New 

Horizons in Feminist Geography,” January 10-13, Lexington, KY. (24  participants). 
 
 
Conference Sessions Organized 
 
2018 Co-organizer, with Cindy Fan (UCLA) and Janaka Ruwanpura (Calgary), of session “Strategic Plans and 

the Senior International Office,” Association of International Education Administrators (AIEA), 
Washington DC.  

 
2015 Co-convener of 4th Global Conference in Economic Geography. Responsible for Development Economies 

sessions. Co-organizer of panel on “Feminist Economic Geography: What Difference does Difference 
Make?” 

 
2013 Co-Organizer, with Päivi Oinas and Mika Kautonen, of several sessions at the Regional Studies Association  

European annual meeting, Tampere, Finland.  
 
2010 Organizer of Panel Discussion “Ideas for Strategic Leadership in Challenging Times: Opportunities for 

Geography Programs in the Southeast,” Southeast Division of the Association of American Geographers 
annual meetings, Birmingham. 

 
2005 Co-organizer, with Vincent J. Del Casino, of sponsored panel on “The Silent Third: Service 

Responsibilities and Academic Obligations,” Association of American Geographers (AAG) national 
meetings, Denver. 

 
2003 Co-organizer, with Mary Curran, of special sponsored panel on “Post 9-11 Pedagogies,” AAG national 

meetings, New Orleans. 
 
2001 Co-organizer, with Margo Kleinfeld, “Politicizing Child Life: Transnational and Global Dimensions,” 

AAG national meetings, New York City. 
 
2000 Organizer of sponsored session “Millennial Speculations,” AAG national meetings, Pittsburgh. 
 
1997 Organizer of “Author Meets the Critics” panel session on Gearóid ÓTuathail’s Critical Geopolitics (1996, 

University of Minnesota Press), AAG national meetings, Fort Worth. 
 
1996&7 National meeting session co-ordinator, AAG Geographic Perspectives on Women (GPOW) 
 Specialty Group. 
 
1991 Co-Organizer, with Gerald Thomas, “Issues in Caribbean Development,” AAG national  meetings, Miami.  
 

http://communicate.aag.org/eseries/aag_org/program/SessionDetail.cfm?SessionID=695
http://communicate.aag.org/eseries/aag_org/program/SessionDetail.cfm?SessionID=695
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1990 Organizer and Chair of sponsored session, “Money Makes the World Go Round: The Geopolitics of 
International Finance,” AAG national meetings, Toronto.  

 
 
 
 
Speaker Series and Public Events Organized 
 
2015 Organizer, Panel on the “Refugee Crisis in the Middle East and Europe.” Public forum at UK with eight 

panelists. 
 
2008 Co-organizer, with Andrew Wood, “Neoliberal Governance,” Brought Wendy Larner (Geography and 

Sociology, Bristol) to UK.  
 
2001 Co-organizer, with Adrian Smith, “Reworking culture/economy,” University of Kentucky. Brought Bill 

Maurer (Anthropology, UC Irvine) and Roger Lee (Geography, Queen Mary College) to UK. 
 
1997-98 Co-organizer, with Francie Chassen-Lopez (History, UK), Roz Harris (Rural Sociology, UK), and Paola 

Bacchetta (Women’s Studies, UK), “Engendering the Post-Development Era,” University of Kentucky. 
Brought Catherine Scott (Anthropology, Agnes Scott) and Ritu Menon (Kali Press, India) to UK.  

 
1995-96 Co-organizer, with Oliver Froehling and Jeff Popke, “Mexico in Crisis: Economic Collapse and the 

Struggle for Democracy,” University of Kentucky.  Brought Gustavo Esteva (Oaxaca, Mexico), Harry 
Cleaver (Economics, Texas), and George Collier (Anthropology, Stanford) to UK.  

 
1993 Co-organizer, with John Pickles, “Society and Nature: Political Ecology at Fin de Siècle,” 
 University of Kentucky. Brought Joni Seager (Geography, Vermont) and Margaret FitzSimmons  

(Environmental Studies, UC Santa Cruz) to UK.  
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Service 
 

 
 
Program Review and Evaluation 
 
2015 External Reviewer (with Prof. Sara McLafferty, University of Illinois), Graduate Program, Department of 

Geography, University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee. Campus visit November 2015, report submitted January 
2016. 

 
2011 External Reviewer (with Prof. Ken Foote, University of Colorado), Department of Geography, Miami 

University, Oxford, Ohio. Campus visit November 2011, report submitted January 2012. 
 
 
Evaluation of Appointment, Tenure and Promotion 
 
2017 External evaluator for promotion to Full Professor, University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana. 
 
2015 External evaluator for promotion to Professor, University of Sydney, Australia. 
 
2014 External evaluator for promotion to Full Professor, Simon Fraser University, Canada. 
 
2014 External evaluator for promotion to Full Professor, The Ohio State University. 
 
2013 External evaluator for promotion and tenure, George Washington University. 
 
2012 External evaluator for promotion and tenure, London School of Economics, Britain. 
 
2012 External evaluator for promotion and tenure, National University of Singapore. 
 
2012 External evaluator for promotion and tenure, Bowling Green State University, Ohio. 
 
2012 External evaluator for promotion and tenure, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 
 
2012 External evaluator, Chair appointment, Department of Geography, Miami University, Ohio. 
 
2011 External evaluator for promotion to Full Professor, University of Washington. 
 
2011 External evaluator for promotion and tenure, Université de Montréal, Canada. 
 
2011 External evaluator for appointment to a Personal Chair, University of Newcastle, England.  
 
2010  External evaluator for promotion and tenure, University of Windsor, Canada. 
 
2009 External evaluator for promotion and tenure, University of Arizona. 
 
2008 External evaluator for promotion to Full Professor, George Washington University. 
 
2006 External evaluator for promotion to Professor, Department of Sociology and Human Geography,  

University of Oslo, Norway.  
 
2005 External evaluator for appointment of Chair, University of Helsinki, Finland. 
 
2003 External evaluator for promotion and tenure case, Monmouth University, New Jersey.  
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Committee Appointments 
 
 
Professional Associations - Committees and Boards 
 
 
National 
 
2015-18 National Councilor (elected), Association of American Geographers (AAG). Liaison to the Committee on 

the Status of Women. 
 
2011-14 Board Member (elected) Economic Geography Specialty Group, AAG. 
 
2009-10 Member (elected), Nominations Committee, AAG. 
 
2004-06 Member (elected), Honors Committee, AAG.  
 
2001-02 Member (elected), Nominations Committee, AAG. Organized electoral slate for national offices of AAG. 
 
1997-00 Member (appointed), Scientific Freedom and Responsibility Committee, AAG. Drafted “Statement on 

Professional Ethics” endorsed by the AAG Council October 1998 and published in The AAG Newsletter 34, 
3: 31-34. 

 
1995-97 Board Member (elected), Political Geography Specialty Group, AAG. 
 
1995-97 Board Member (elected), Geographic Perspectives on Women, AAG. 1995-7. Session coordinator for 

GPOW sponsored sessions at the 1996 and 1997 national AAG meetings. 
 
 
Regional 
 
1992-5 Member, Committee on the Status of Women, South East Division of the AAG (SEDAAG) Steering 

Committee, 1992-3; 1993-4; 1994-5. Ran Speakers Bureau Fund 1993-4; 1994-5. 
 

1993 Member, Program Committee, SEDAAG annual meeting. Reviewed submitted papers and helped organize 
sessions for meeting in Greensboro, North Carolina. 

 
1993-94 Member, Nominations Committee, SEDAAG.  
 

                  
Editorial Appointments 

 
 

2012-17 Co-Editor, Progress in Human Geography.  
 
2015- Member, Editorial Board, Fennia. 
 
2013-19 Member, Editorial Board, AAG Review of Books. 
 
2011-14 Member, International Editorial Board, Geographical Research.  
 
2011-13 Member, Editorial Board, Localities.  
 
1996-03  Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Environment and Planning A. January 1996- December 2003.  
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1991-96  Member, Editorial Committee, Southeastern Geographer.  

 
 
 
 

Invited Reviews 
 
Scholarly Journals 
(* denotes more than one review in that year) 
 
ACME (2003) 
American Ethnologist (2009; 2011; 2013) 
Antipode (1999, 2005; 2007; 2008; 2009; 2010; 2014) 
Annals, Association of American Geographers (1992, 1995, 1996*, 1997*, 1998*, 1999*, 2000*, 2002, 2006, 2014) 
Cambridge Journal of Regions, Economy and Society (2008) 
The Canadian Geographer (1994) 
disCLOSURE (1999, 2000) 
Cultural Anthropology (1998) 
Economic Development Quarterly (1993) 
Economic Geography (1993, 1994, 1995, 2001, 2002, 2003; 2007; 2010, 2011) 
Environment and Planning A: International Journal of Urban and Regional Research (1992, 1993, 1995, 1996*, 
1997*, 1998*, 1999*, 2004) 
Gender, Place and Culture (1996*, 1998; 2007; 2009) 
Geoforum (1996, 1998, 2000, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007*, 2008*) 
Geography Compass (2007) 
Geopolitics (2003) 
Global Society (2015) 
Growth and Change (1992, 1995, 2002, 2006) 
Journal of Geography in Higher Education (1994) 
Political Geography (1997, 1998, 2000, 2006) 
The Professional Geographer (1998, 2000*, 2001) 
Progress in Human Geography (1998, 2004; 2008; 2017) 
Review of International Political Economy (1993, 1994, 1996, 2003, 2005, 2012) 
Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography (2001) 
Society and Space (1998, 2002, 2005, 2009) 
Southeastern Geographer (1992) 
Stability (2014) 
Transactions, Institute of British Geographers (1998, 1999, 2000, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2015) 
Urban Geography (1994, 1995) 
World Development (2011) 
 
 
 
Presses 
 
2015 Reviewed book proposal for John Wiley and Sons. 
 
2014 Reviewed book proposal for University of Georgia Press. 
 
2013  Reviewed book proposal for Routledge. 
 
2012 Reviewed book proposal for Sage. 
 
2011 Reviewed book manuscript and wrote endorsement for Routledge. 
 
2011 Reviewed book manuscript and wrote endorsement (2012) for University of Georgia Press.  
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2010   Reviewed book prospectus for Routledge. 
 
2008 Reviewed complete book manuscript and wrote endorsement for Guilford Press. 
 
2008 Reviewed complete book manuscript for Routledge. 
 
2006 Reviewed book prospectus for Routledge. 
 
2003 Reviewed book prospectus for University of Minnesota Press. 
 
2003 Reviewed book prospectus for Blackwell Publishers. 
 
2002 Reviewed prospectus for edited volume for Routledge. 
 
2001 Reviewed prospectus for edited series and for four potential volumes for Blackwell Publishers. 
 
2000 Reviewed prospectus for edited collection for Blackwell Publishers. 
 
1999 Reviewed proposal for edited collection for Routledge. 
 
1998 Reviewed complete book manuscript for Guilford Press. 
 
1998 Reviewed prospectus for book for Blackwell Publishers. 
 
1998 Reviewed prospectus for an edited collection for Blackwell Publishers. 
 
1997 Reviewed prospectus for new urban geography text for John Wiley and Sons. 
 
1997 Reviewed proposal for second edition of a monograph for Guilford Press. 
 
1996 Reviewed prospectus for an edited collection for Routledge. 
 
 1995 Reviewed proposal for a new world regional geography text for Saunders College Publishing  

(Harcourt Brace Publishers),  
 
 
 
Research Foundations 
 
2015-18 Reviewer, University of Tampere, Finland, for Institute for Advanced Social Research Postdoctoral 

Fellowships competition. 
 
2014-16 Member, Fulbright IIE Regional Review Panel for faculty awards (Finland, Latvia, and Lithuania)  

(65-80 proposals each year). 
 
2014 Reviewer, Marsden Fund, Royal Society of New Zealand. 
 
2013 Reviewer, National Science Foundation (two proposals). 
 
2012 Reviewer, National Science Foundation. 
 
2010  Reviewer, Marsden Fund, Royal Society of New Zealand. 
 
2007-10 Member, American Council of Learned Societies, ACLS Mellon Dissertation Fellowship review  

panel.  Reviewed about 20 proposals each round. 
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2007 Reviewer, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 
 
1997-99 Member, National Science Foundation, Geography and Regional Science regular proposal 

national review panel. Appointed. Lead reviewer for over 75 proposals. 
 
1995 Reviewed dissertation support proposal for the National Science Foundation. 
 
1995- Reviewed Geography and Regional Science Program proposals for the National Science  

Foundation, 1996, 1999, 2000, 2005. 
 
2004 Reviewed research proposal for the National Academy of Sciences, National Research Council  

Policy and Global Affairs. 
 
 
 

Administration and Committee Work 
 
 
 
University Committees 
 
2016 Chair, Ad Hoc Review Committee for Honors College Proposal, Office of Senior Vice Provost (Charley 

Carlson), University of Kentucky. 
 
2014-17 Member, Senate Advisory Committee on Privilege and Tenure, Office of the President, University of 

Kentucky. (Stepped down in 2015 due to administrative appointment.) 
 
2011 Member, Search Committee for Director of External Scholarships, Office of the Provost, University of 

Kentucky. 
 
2009- College Representative, University of Kentucky International Advisory Council.  
 
2007-10 Chair, Rhodes and Marshall Scholar Selection Committee, Office of the Provost, University of Kentucky. 
 
2007-09 Member, Provost’s Task Force on Internationalization, University of Kentucky. 
 
2006-07 Chair, Dissertation Year Fellowship Committee, The Graduate School, University of Kentucky. 
 
2006-07 Chair, Sturgill Award Committee, The Graduate School, University of Kentucky. 
 
2006-07 Member, Faculty Search Committee (2 faculty searches), Gender and Women’s Studies Program,  
 University of Kentucky.  
 
2004-05 Member, Provost Workgroup on Opportunities for International Affairs and Public Policy, Office of the 

Provost, University of Kentucky. 
 

2004-05 Chair, Office of International Affairs Advisory Committee, Office of the Provost, University of  Kentucky.   
 
2004-07 Member, Graduate Council Committee on Fellowships and Traineeships, The Graduate School,  

University of Kentucky. 
 
2001-04 Member, President’s Commission on Diversity, Office of the President, University of Kentucky. 
 
2001-04 Board Member, Rockefeller Humanities Fellowship Program, Appalachian Center and Committee  

on Social Theory, University of Kentucky. 
 
2001-04 Member, Committee on Honorary Degrees, Office of the President, University of Kentucky. 
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2000-03 Member, Review Panel for Summer Research Awards, Office of the Vice-President for Research and 

Graduate Studies, University of Kentucky. 
 
2002-03 Member, International Studies Taskforce, Office of the Provost, University of Kentucky. 
 
2002-04 Member, Rhodes and Marshall Selection Committee, Office of the Provost, University of  Kentucky. 

 
2002-04 Member, Fellowship Selection Committee, for Northern Kentucky Alumni Club Fellowship, The Graduate 

School, University of Kentucky.  
 
1999-00 Member, Senate Committee on the Status of Women, University of Kentucky. 
 
1999-00 Member, Review Panel for Major Research Equipment Grants, Office of the Vice-Chancellor for 

Research and Graduate Studies, University of Kentucky. 
 
1996-97 Member, Review Panel for Research Committee Awards, Office of the Vice-Chancellor for Research and 

Graduate Studies, University of Kentucky. 
 
1992-96 Member, Study Abroad Advisory Committee, University of Kentucky. 
 
1992-95 Member, Study Abroad New Horizons Grants Committee, University of Kentucky. 
 
2003 Co-coordinator, Committee on Social Theory, University of Kentucky, graduate seminar and public lecture 

series, spring. 
 
1991- Member, Committee on Social Theory, University of Kentucky. Member of teams that organized visiting 

speaker program and taught spring 1994, spring 2000, and Spring 2003 seminars. 
 
1993-94 Member, Women's Studies Advisory Committee, University of Kentucky.  
 
1993-98 Member, Women's Studies Mentoring Subcommittee, University of Kentucky. 
 
2000- Member, Advisory Board for Latin American Studies Program, University of Kentucky. 
 
1992- Member, Latin American Studies Program Faculty, University of Kentucky. 
 
 
College Committees 
 
2013-16 Member, College Tenure and Promotion Advisory Committee for the Social Sciences (Chair, 2014-15) 
 
2005 Member, Committee on Women Faculty, Dean’s Office, College of Arts and Sciences, spring. 
 
2003-04 Member (elected), Dean’s Executive Committee, College of Arts and Sciences.  
 
1997-00 Member (elected), College Council, College of Arts and Sciences. 
 
1995-97 Member, College of Arts and Sciences Area B (Social Sciences) Curriculum Committee. 
 
 
Departmental Administration 
 
2008-12 Chair, Department of Geography 
 
1999-01 Director of Graduate Studies. 
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1996-97 Director of Undergraduate Studies (fall semester only).  
 
2002-03 Chair, Search Committee (conducted faculty search and hiring). 
 
1999-01 Chair, Minority Recruitment Taskforce. 
 
2013-15 Chair, External Relations Committee. 
 
2006-08 Chair, External Relations Committee (oversaw departmental newsletter). 
 
1994-96 Chair, Undergraduate Committee (undertook major program restructuring). 
 
1991-94 Chair, Visiting Speaker/Colloquium Committee. 
 
 
Departmental Committee Work 
 
2013-15 Chair, External Relations Committee.  
 
1991-94 Member, Undergraduate Committee. 
 
1997-04 Member, Graduate Committee. 
 
2013-14* Member, Personnel Committee (*conducted faculty search and hiring). 
2004-05* ditto 
2001-02* ditto 
2000-01 ditto 
1996-97 ditto 
1995-96* ditto 
 
2002-03 Member, Self Study and Review Committee. 
 
1995-96 Member, Chair Search Committee. 
1991-92  ditto 
 
1993-94 Member, Ad-Hoc Committee to prepare “Priorities for the Nineties and Beyond,” Report for Dean, College 

of Arts and Sciences.  
 
1992-93 Member, Department of Geography Faculty-Graduate Student Working Group. 
 
1992-93 Teaching Mentor for two Teaching Assistants each with first-time responsibility for a course. 
 
2007-08 Teaching mentor for Teaching Assistant. 
 

 
Sponsorship of Postdoctoral Fellows and Visiting Scholars and Exchange Faculty 

 
 
Postdoctoral Fellows Sponsored and Mentored 
 
2009-10 Mentor for Postdoctoral Fellow, Dr. Trushna Parekh (Lyman T. Johnson Program). Now on faculty at 

Texas Southern University. 
 
2002-03 Sponsor for Postdoctoral Fellow, Dr. Kathleen O’Reilly (Women and Minorities in Underrepresented Areas 

Program). Now on faculty at Texas A and M University. 
 
2002-03 Sponsor for Postdoctoral Fellow, Dr. Tara Maddock (Women and Minorities in Underrepresented  
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Areas Program). Now with the US Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
1998-99 Sponsor for Postdoctoral Fellow, Dr. Caroline Nagel (Women and Minorities in Underrepresented  

Areas Program). Now on faculty at University of South Carolina. 
 
1995-97 Co-sponsor (with Dr. Graham Rowles) for Postdoctoral Fellow, Dr. Kristine Miranne (Women and 

Minorities in Underrepresented Areas Program). Now on faculty at Wayne State University. 
 
Visiting Scholars (in residence at UK) 
 
2016 Sponsor for visiting scholar Dr. Mikko Joronen, University of Tampere, Finland. At UK for fall 2016. 
 
2015 Faculty supervisor for visiting graduate student Mr. Igor Venceslau, Sao Paulo Research Foundation 

Scholar. At UK for fall 2015. 
 
2012 Coordinator for visitor Mr. Michael Dyssel, Department of Geography, University of the Western Cape, 

South Africa. At UK April 2011. 
 
2009 Coordinator for College of Arts and Sciences Faculty Exchange Program visitor Professor Dennis Pringle, 

Department of Geography, National University of Ireland – Maynooth. At UK for fall 2009.   
 
2005 Sponsor for Distinguished Visiting Exchange Professor Dr. Michael Heffernan, School of Geography, 

University of Nottingham, Great Britain. At UK January 2005.  
 
2004 Sponsor for Distinguished Visiting Exchange Professor Dr. Andrew Leyshon, School of Geography, 

University of Nottingham, Great Britain. At UK March 2004.  
 
2004 Sponsor for Visiting Professors Dr. Shantha Hennayake and Dr. Nalini Hennayake, Department of 

Geography, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. At UK for spring 2004. Supported by funding 
from UK’s Asia Center and the College of Arts and Sciences.  

 
1994 Sponsor for Visiting Scholar, Dr. Iain Hay, Senior Lecturer in Geography, Faculty of Social Sciences, The 

Flinders University of South Australia, Adelaide. At UK for fall 1994. 
 

1993 Sponsor for Visiting Scholar, Mr. Alan Hudson, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Geography, Cambridge 
University, Great Britain. At UK for spring 1993.  

 
              

Membership in Professional Organizations 
 
Scholarly: 
Association of American Geographers 
Institute of British Geographers/Royal Geographical Society 
International Studies Association 
South East Division of the A.A.G.  
Society of Woman Geographers (elected to membership 2005) 
 
Professional: 
Association of International Education Administrators 
NAFSA 
APLU and APLU Commission on International Inititaives 
 
 

Administrative Professional Development 
 
2017 ACE Executive Forum for Leading Internationalization, one day workshop 
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2017 AIEA Workshop: Opportunities for SIO Leadership in Global Research: Building your Institution’s “Global 

Research IQ”, half day workshop. 
 
2017 2017-18 Alumni Fellow, SEC Academic Leaderhip Development Program. 
 
2017 AIEA/IIE Workshop: Implementing Strategic International Partnerships, half day workshop. 
 
2016 APLU Commission on International Initiatives meetings.  
 
 

 
Teaching and Advising 

 
 
 

Graduate Instruction 
 
Graduate Seminars offered  
  
 Publishing Workshop (2015) 

Security (team-taught social theory seminar) (2012) 
Contemporary Neoliberal Development (2007) 
Locating Globalization (team leader in team-taught social theory seminar) (2003) 

 Civil Society (team-taught social theory seminar) (2002) 
 Economic Geography (2001) 

Children at the Millennium (team-taught social theory seminar) (2000) 
 Concepts in Geography (1999, 2001, 2003, co-taught 2004, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011) 
 Preparing Future Faculty in Geography (2000, 2001, 2002, 2009) 
 New Work in International Political Geography (1997) 
 Theorizing the University (co-taught with J.Green Kaiser, English) (1997)  
 Globalization (1996) 
 Theories of Development and Anti-Development (1995, 1996, 1998, 2000, 2002, 2004, 2006, 2009, 2013) 
 Disciplining Boundaries (team-taught social theory seminar) (1995) 
         Money, Power and Space (1993) 
 Global Political Economy (1992) 
  
Over 40 Independent Study Courses supervised for individual students in Geography and other programs. 

 
 
 

Graduate Student Supervision 
  
 
 
Ph.D. Committee Chair and Major Advisor 
 
Completed (15 in total) 
 
2015 Patrick Bigger. “California’s Carbon Market.” Received NSF award for research. Co-advisor with Morgan 

Robertson (University of Wisconsin-Madison). On faculty at Lancaster University, Gt. Britain. 
 
2015 Kelsey Hanrahan. “Interdependent Livelihood Strategies among the Elderly in Northern Region, Ghana.” 

Received NSF award for dissertation research. On faculty at Towson University. 
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2014 Chris Blackden. “"Transnational Policy Articulations: India, Agriculture, and the WTO.” Received NSF 
award for dissertation research. 

 
2013  Abigail Foulds. “Buying a Colonial Dream: The role of lifestyle migrants in the gentrification of Granada, 

Nicaragua.” Researcher at University of Pittsburgh. 
  
2011 Garrett Graddy.“Seed Saving in Appalachia and Peru.” On faculty at American University, Washington 

DC. 
 
2010 Juli Hazlewood. “Oil Palm Plantations in the Ecuadorian Chocó.” Received Inter–American Foundation 

fellowship and NSF award for dissertation research. On faculty of Trent University in Ecuador. 
 

2010 Jacqueline Salmond. “Tourism in the Perhentian Islands, Malaysia.” Teaching at Florida Gulf Coast 
University. 
 

2009 Maggie Walker. "La frontera esta de moda: cultural production, national identity and urban change on the 
U.S.-Mexico border." On faculty at University of Louisville. 
 

2005 Joshua Lepawsky. ”Multimedia SuperCorridor Development in Malaysia.” Received NSF award, 
American Geographical Society award, and UK Fellowship and Dissertation Enhancement Award for 
dissertation. On faculty at Memorial University, Canada. 

 
2005 John Hintz. “Grizzly Bear Reintroduction in Idaho.” Received UK Fellowship and Dissertation 

Enhancement Award for dissertation. On faculty at Bloomsburg University, Pennsylvania. 
 
2005 Kyong-Hwan Park. “Transnational Diasporic Space: Koreatown in Los Angeles.” Received award from 

Korean American Foundation for dissertation. On faculty at Chonnam National University, South Korea. 
 
2004 Matthew Kurtz. “Rural Tourism Development in Kotzebue, Alaska and the Production of Place, Memory, 

and Corporate Organization.” Received two NSF awards and UK Fellowship for dissertation research, 
Consultant, Ontario, Canada. 

 
2003 Margo Kleinfeld. “Opening Humanitarian Space: Immunization Ceasefires in Sri Lanka.” Received NSF 

award, P.E.O. Scholar Award, and UK Fellowship for dissertation research. On faculty at University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater.  

 
2002 Mary Curran. “Environmental Risk and Industrial Hog Farming in Kentucky.” On faculty at Eastern 

Connecticut State University. 
 
2001 Carl Thor Dahlman. “Iraqi Kurdish Refugee Migration to Britain and the United States: Globalization, 

Governance and Geopolitics.” Received NSF award and UK Fellowship for dissertation research. On 
faculty at Miami University, Ohio.      

 
 
In progress  
 
 

Jessa Loomis. Passed qualifying exams. Undertaking field research on financial inclusion in Boston. 
 
Araby Smyth. Passed qualifying exams.  Undertaking field research on gender and remittance governance in 
Oaxaca, Mexico. 
 
Camilo Rey. Passed qualifying exams. Will be doing field research on real estate in historic center of 
Cartagena, Colombia.  

 
 
Ph.D. Committee Member 



ROBERTS 

30 

 
Geography- completed (30 total) 
 
2017 Lindsay Shade. “Politics below the Surface: A Political Ecology of Mineral Rights and Land Tenure 

Struggles in Appalachia and the Andes.” Chair: T. Mutersbaugh. Now teaching in College of Agriculture, 
Food and Environment, University of Kentucky. 

 
2016 Carrie Mott. “Spaces of Solidarity: Negotiations of Difference and Whiteness among Activists in the 

Arizona/Sonora Borderlands.” Chair: A. Secor. Now on faculty at Rutgers University. 
 
2014 Jon Otto. “Creating Desires and Configuring Habits: Building the Future of Carbon Forestry in Chiapas, 

Mexico.” Chair: T. Mutersbaugh. 
 
2013 Valerie Keathley. “Life on the Big Slab: Identity and Mobility in the United States Trucking Industry.” 

Chair: A. Secor. 
 
2013 David (Sandy) Marshall. “A Children’s Geography of Occupation: imaginary, emotional, and everyday 

spaces of Palestinian childhood.” Chair: A. Secor. Now on faculty at University of Arizona. 
 
2011 Lauren Martin. “Technologies of Apprehension: The Family, Law, Security, and Geopolitics in US 

Noncitizen Family Detention Policy and Practice.” Chair: A. Secor. Now on faculty at  
University of Durham, Gt. Britain.  

 
2008 Mark Graham. “The impact of the Internet in Production Networks in the Thai Silk Industry.” Chair: M. 

Zook. Now on faculty at Oxford University’s Internet Institute.  
 
2006  Maureen McDorman. “US Trade Policy: the case of Section 301.” Chair: J.P. Jones.  Now in management 

at Lexmark.  
 
2005 Sarah Moore. “The Politics of Garbage.” Chair: J.P. Jones. Co-Chair since June 2004. Now on faculty at 

University of Wisconsin - Madison. 
 
2005 Marcia England. “Community Policing in Seattle.” Chair: A. Secor. Now on faculty at Miami University, 

Ohio. 
 
2004 Esther Long. “"Identity in Evangelical Ukraine: Negotiating Regionalism, Nationalism, and  

Transnationalism." Chair: J.P. Jones. Now on the faculty at Morehead State University. 
 
2004 Laurel Smith. “Indigenous Video Production in Oaxaca, Mexico.” Chair: J.P. Jones. Co-Chair since June 

2004. Now on faculty at University of Oklahoma. 
 
2004 Jamie Winders. “Hispanic in the US South.” Chair: R. Schein. Now on the faculty at Syracuse University. 
 
2003 Rebecca Glasscock. “Lexington’s Global-Local Fresh Vegetable Systems: An Exploration of Distancing.” 

Chair: K. Raitz. Now on faculty at Bluegrass Community and Technical College. 
 

2003 Paul Kingsbury. “Politics of Pleasure: Tourism in Jamaica.” Chair: J.P. Jones. Now on faculty at Simon 
Fraser University, Canada. 
 

2003 Jean Lavigne. “Yellowstone Battles over Nature,” Chair: J.P. Jones. Now on faculty at Gustavus Adolphus 
College. 

 
2002 Edward Carr. “Political Ecology of Development in the Chieftaincy, Coastal Ghana,” Chair: R. Schein. 

Now on faculty at Clark University. 
 

2002 Keiron Bailey. “Working in Wonderland: English Language Schools in Japan,” Chair: J. Pickles. Now on 
faculty at University of Arizona.  

http://uknowledge.uky.edu/geography_etds/45
http://uknowledge.uky.edu/geography_etds/45
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2001 Jeffrey Jones. “Queer Spaces in Lexington, KY,” Chair: K. Raitz. Now on faculty at Georgia Southern 

University. 
 

2001 Mary Gilmartin. “Space, Identity and Geographic Education in Northern Ireland and South Africa,” Chair: 
J.P. Jones. Now on faculty at National University of Ireland - Maynooth. 

 
2001 Jon Taylor. “Overseas Bases and Socioeconomic and Environmental Conflict: A Case Study of Okinawa, 

Japan,” Chair: P.P. Karan. Funded by N.S.E.P. Fellowship. Now on faculty at California State University – 
Fullerton. 

 
2000 Susan Mains. “Contested Space: Representing Borders and Immigrant Identities between the US and 

Mexico,” Chair: J.P. Jones. Now on faculty at the University of Dundee, Scotland. 
 
2000 Raymond Baruffalo. “The Production and Consumption of Casino Gambling Spaces in the US: A Case 

Study of Riverboat Gambling,” Chair: J.P. Jones.  
 
1999 Martin Bosman. “Space, Power, and Representation of Economic Change: The case of ‘Team Toyota’ and 

the State of Kentucky,” Chair: J. Pickles. Now on faculty at University of South Florida. 
 

1999 Jeff Popke. “Reconstruction, Space and Democracy in Post-Apartheid South Africa,” Fulbright Fellowship. 
Chair: J. Pickles. Now on faculty at East Carolina University. 

 
1998 Carolyn Gallaher. “Communities Apart, Identities Together: Separatism and American Community,” Chair: 

J.P. Jones. Now on faculty at American University. 
 
1996 Chad Staddon. “Democratization and the Production of Political Scale in Bulgaria, 1989-1994,” Chair: J. 

Pickles. Now on faculty at University of the West of England, Bristol, Gt. Britain.  
 
1995 Deborah Dixon. “Constructing Teesside,” Chair: J.P. Jones III .Now on faculty at University of Glasgow, 

Scotland.   
 
1995 Petr Pavlinek. “Transition and the Environment: Most District, Czech Republic,” Chair: J. Pickles. Now on  

faculty at University of Nebraska - Omaha.  
 
1995 Mohameden Ould-Mey. “Dimensions of Structural Adjustment in Mauritania,” Chair: J. Pickles. Now on 

faculty at Indiana State University.  
 
1993 Karen Falconer. “Home, Work, and Gender in the Context of Technological Change: Telecommuting 

Women,” Chair: JP Jones III.  Now on faculty at University of Nebraska - Omaha.  
 
Geography- in progress 
 

Anna Gatewood. Chair: T. Mutersbaugh. 
 
Brittany Cook. Chair: A. Secor. 

 
 
Outside Geography (10 completed) 
 
2014 Maria Moreno, Anthropology. Ph.D. “Warmikuna Juyayay! Ecuadorian and Latin American Indigenous 

Women Gaining Spaces in Ethnic Politics.” Chair: S. Lyon. 
 
2011 Laura Barrio-Vilar, English. Ph.D. “Neocolonialism, Migration, and Black Women’s Bodies: Transnational 

Experiences in African American and Afro-Caribbean Women’s Fiction.” Chair: J. Clymer. 
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2008 Matthew Renfro-Sargent, Sociology. Ph.D. “Using Habermas to Analyze Youth Programs in Wisconsin.” 
Chair: R. Harris. 

 
2007 Erin Gregory Ricci, Anthropology. Ph.D. “Changes in Costa Rican Campesino Livelihoods.”  Chair: L. 

Cliggett. Now with USAID. 
 
2007 Jill Owkzarzak, Anthropology. Ph.D. “AIDS organizations in Poland.” Chair: M. Rivkin-Fish. Now at 

Center for AIDS Intervention Research, Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. 
 
2005 Erin Kenny, Anthropology. Ph.D. ““A Log in Water Never Becomes A Crocodile”: Practices of Return 

Migration and Intergenerational Gifting In West Africa.” Chair: M. Udvardy.  Now on faculty at Drury 
University. 

 
2004 James Schwar, Gerontology. Ph.D. “Global Change, Domestic Policy, and Life Course  Influences on 

Perceptions of Health Equity among Older Cubans.”  Chair: J. Watkins. 
  
1999 Hugh Bartling, Political Science. Ph.D. “Political Community: The Seaside Experiment.” Chair: H. Reid.  
 
1996 Michael Levy, Political Science. Ph.D. “The New British Politics,” Chairs: K. Mingst and C. Irvin. 
 
1995 David Carwell, Political Science. Ph.D. “Democracy in the Caribbean.” Chair: C. Davis.  
 

Aeleka Schortmann, Anthropology. Conducting dissertation research in Honduras.  Chair: Sarah Lyon. 
 
 
Outside Geography – in progress 
  
 Thomas Teague. Chair: Beth Goldstein (Education) 
  
 
External Examiner for Ph.D. at other Universities 
 
2008 Jennifer Johnson. “Feminism and the Spaces of Corporate Capital: A Gender Analysis of Trade 

Negotiations and the Free Trade Area of the Americas with a focus on Canada and the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM). Ph.D. Women’s Studies, York University, Canada. 

 
2008  Timothy Connor. “Rewriting the Rules - The Anti-Sweatshop Movement: Nike, Reebok and Adidas' 

Participation in Voluntary Labour Regulation; and Workers' Rights to Form Trade Unions and Bargain 
Collectively.” Ph.D. Geography, University of Newcastle, NSW, Australia. 

 
2003 Elissa A. Sutherland. “The Representation and Governance of Outworking in the Australian  

Clothing Industry.” Ph.D. Geography, University of Newcastle, NSW, Australia. 
 
2000 Matthew W. Phillips. “The Bank for International Settlements: A Postwar History of International Financial 

and Monetary Governance.” Ph.D. Geography, University of Newcastle, NSW, Australia. 
 
 
University of Kentucky Graduate School Outside Examiner for Ph.D. 
 
2009 Andu Meharie (Ph.D. Anthropology). Dissertation: “Displacement in Addis Ababa.” Chair: P. Little  
 
2001 Yugel Bodaciglou (Ph.D. Political Science). Dissertation “Foreign Policymaking in Turkey.” Chair: S. 

Kaufman.  
 
1999 John Speer (Ph.D. Political Science). Dissertation “Electoral Politics in Post Sandinista Nicaragua.” Chair: 

C. Davis. 
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1996 Bambang Adi Winarso (Ph.D. Economics).  Dissertation “The Impact of Foreign Direct Investment on 
Productivity in Indonesian Manufacturing Industries.” Chair: M. Webb. 

 
  
M.A. Committee Chair and Major Advisor 
 
 
Completed (11 in total) 
 
2011  Jessica Schmid. M.A. Thesis: “Sex Workers’ Organizations in Cambodia.” 
 
2009  Andrew Boulton. M.A. Paper: “Education for Development, CD for Peace: producing the globally  

competitive child.” 
 
2007 Stephanie Blessing. M.A. Thesis. “Alternative Development in Appalachian Kentucky.” 
 
2005 Chris Blackden. M.A. Paper:  “US Cotton Subsidies and the WTO.” 
 
2005 Abby Foulds. M.A. Paper: “Tourism Development in Granada, Nicaragua.” 
 
2005 Christine Metzo. M.A. Thesis: “Phenomenology, Gender, and Geography.” 
 
2003 Jason Strange, M.A. Paper:  “Gardens and Gods: portrait of a hidden economy.” Won NSF Graduate 

Research Fellowship. Went to Ph.D. program at University of California – Berkeley. 
 
2002 Frank Fillebeck. M.A. Paper: “Railroad Restructuring and Economic Discourses.” Went to Ph.D. program 

at Louisiana State University. 
 
2002 Jayme Walenta. M.A.  Paper: “Civil Society Organizations in the Czech Republic.” Went to Ph.D. program 

at University of British Columbia. 
 
1994 Raymond Baruffalo. M.A. Paper: “Geographic Strategy in Railroad Labor Disputes.”   
 
1993 Jeff Popke. M.A. Paper: “Recasting Geopolitics: The Discursive Scripting of the IMF.”  (This paper was 

published in Political Geography.)  
  
 
 
M.A. Committee Member 
 
Geography 
 
1993-  Served as member of committees for numerous MA students who graduated from May 1993- present. 
 
Outside Geography 
 
1992- Served as member of several committees for students in the Patterson School of Commerce and Diplomacy, 

Political Science, and Anthropology, 1992- present.  
 
 

 
Undergraduate Instruction 

 
 
Courses taught 
 
Introductory       
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Global Inequalities     

 Lands and Peoples of the Non-Western World (including in Honors Program, UK)   
 World Regional Geography  
 Human Geography        
 Geographies of Development in the Global South 
 Globalization (in Freshman Discovery Seminar Program, UK) 
          
Intermediate/Advanced    
  
 Directions & Dilemmas in Third World Development (in Global Studies Mini-College, UK) 
 Economic Geography 
 Political Geography 
 Central and South America 
 The Less Developed World 
 Analyzing Neoliberalism and Post-Neoliberalism (Capstone course in International Studies Program, UK) 
 
 

Undergraduate Student Supervision and Advising 
 

2011 Advisor to Meredith Doll concerning her International Studies thesis. 
 
2005 Advisor to Todd Varellas concerning his special topics Honors Thesis. 
 
2005 Advisor to Daniel Turner concerning his Undergraduate Research Award, Dean of Undergraduate Studies, 

University of Kentucky. Conducted field research in Ireland. 
 
2004 Faculty advisor for Rickey Pack, Gaines Fellow Senior Honors Thesis. 
 
2001 Faculty advisor for Lester Miller, Gaines Fellow Senior Honors Thesis, “Land Tenure in Rural 
               Mexico:  From 1910 to the Present.” 
 
2002 Advisor to Lester Miller concerning his Undergraduate Research Award, Dean of Undergraduate Studies, 

University of Kentucky. Conducted field research in Oaxaca, Mexico. 
 
2002 Committee member for Jay Varellas, Gaines Fellow Senior Honors Thesis, “The Prison 

 Industrial Complex.” 
 
2001 Advisor to Leonard Kiefer concerning his Undergraduate Research Award, Dean of Undergraduate Studies, 

University of Kentucky.  Conducted field research in Dominica.  
 
1999-03 Advisor to Honors student in Journal Project. 
 
1996  Fall Semester, Director of Undergraduate Studies, with responsibility for program with approximately 75 

Geography majors.  
 
1995-01 Advisor for six to ten undergraduate geography majors each year. 
 
1995 Committee member for Gaines Fellow Senior Honors Thesis, Preeti Bansal, “Kamala Markandaya: Anglo-

Indian Novels of Exile.” 
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