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The mentoring plan for chemistry majors has five components.  They are listed below in the order that most students will experience them.

1. Chemistry Majors’ Listserv
The Chemistry Department maintains a listserv of all undergraduate majors.  Messages about special activities, special summer programs, employment opportunities, weekly seminar announcements, and so forth at the University of Kentucky and elsewhere are sent to this list. The listserv also permits undergraduate students to send messages to all other Chemistry majors. When new majors receive these messages, they will be immediately established as members of the Department.

2. Student Affiliates of the American Chemical Society (SAACS) 
This group is open to all chemistry students.  It meets approximately monthly for educational, professional, service, and social activities.  The SAACS meetings provide information about the chemistry profession and career planning.  The faculty member assigned to the group is very active in advising the group’s officers.  This group helps new students become comfortable in the Department and facilitates information transfer.  The SAACS group is always consulted when the Department is being reviewed, when a promotion case is going forward, and when there is a search for a new Chair.
3. CHE 395 – Independent Work in Chemistry 
This capstone course is open to juniors and seniors who have a GPA of 3.0 in the chemistry major.  Students in the course do independent laboratory research under the direction of a chemistry faculty member and alongside the graduate students and postdoctoral fellows in that research group.  Graduate schools consider undergraduate research to be a very important part of a student’s preparation.  
Students in CHE 395 are required to submit a research contract at the beginning of each semester of registration and a progress report at the end of each semester.  At the end of the project they are required to prepare a longer final report and an oral poster presentation.
In the latter half of the Spring semester the Department organizes a poster session at which faculty present research projects appropriate for undergraduates.  This session is advertised to all majors through the majors’ listserv.  Chemistry majors who meet the requirements are encouraged to register for at least 6 credits of CHE 395 (up to 3 credits credit per semester and up to 9 credits total). Students who do not meet these requirements can register for CHE 199, Research Experience in Chemistry.   

4. CHE 572 – Communication in Chemistry
This 1-credit class focuses on preparing effective oral presentations, abstracts, and visual aids. All chemistry majors are required to take this course twice. The class has somewhat different requirements for students who are taking the course for the first and the second time. The class also provides instruction and required projects in on-line searching of technical databases, the preparing of an effective résumé, and attendance at and critique of departmental seminars delivered by outside speakers. This class also fosters a sense of community among chemistry majors and with the department as a whole.
5. Additional Individual Mentoring
We believe that all chemistry majors need individual mentoring by a regular faculty member.  Topics of discussion during the private meetings will include progress in the major and career planning.  For students doing CHE 395 research the natural choice for a mentor is the student’s research advisor.  

Students who do not register for CHE 395 will be assigned a faculty mentor during the first semester of the junior year.  It is expected that the student and mentor would meet at least once per semester from the time of appointment until the student graduates. 
