UK at the Half 1/17/12 -- 2012 Great Teacher Awards -- UK vs Arkansas
Carl Nathe: Thanks, David. Earlier this evening, on the floor of Rupp Arena, six University of Kentucky professors were recognized for their excellence in the classroom. These faculty members are recipients of the UK Alumni Association's 2012 Great Teacher Awards. The nominations for these awards are made by students and reviewed by a selection committee in cooperation with Omicron Delta Kappa.

Kristin Ashford: I teach because it's something that I can go to work, and I can say that I love to do. When you have that triad of teaching, clinical and research and you can bring it all together in a learning environment ― I think that kind of what's put UK ahead.
Carl Nathe: That's the voice of Kristin Ashford, assistant professor in the College of Nursing. Another 2012 Great Teacher Award recipient is Arne Bathke, director of graduate studies in the Department of Statistics and director of the Applied Statistics Laboratory in the College of Arts and Sciences.

Arne Bathke: Nothing compares to when students, after years, send you an email saying what you did back then, you know, that really helped me. And you don't even remember what you did or when students say, you gave me that little nudge back when…and this is what I'm doing now. And I'm really grateful for that.
Carl Nathe: Also from the College of A&S is associate professor of history Eric Christianson.
Eric Christianson: It means a lot to me. That's one of the reasons why I wanted to become a teacher was to become a good teacher. It's like a light bulb goes on, you can tell that they really understand.  

Carl Nathe: The Great Teacher Award is the oldest continuous honor that recognizes outstanding teaching at UK. Jim Haubenreich is an associate professor of restorative dentistry in the College of Dentistry. 

Jim Haubenreich: I love being a teacher, and the fact that the UK Alumni Association recognizes and has recognized, for 50 years, great teaching is really special.

Carl Nathe: Ajay Mehra is an associate professor in the Department of Management in UK's Gatton College of Business and Economics. 
Ajay Mehra: I think it's great that UK really emphasizes the importance of not just sort of doing stuff for research purposes, but also doing the best you can to give back to the university, which is first and foremost the students that make up the university.
Carl Nathe: Ana Rueda is chairwoman and professor of peninsular Spanish literature in the Department of Hispanic Studies in the College of Arts and Sciences.

Ana Rueda: It means recognition. Recognition from the people who count most which is your students.

Carl Nathe: Great Teacher Award honorees each receive a citation, an engraved plaque and a cash award. Seeing Blue, I'm Carl Nathe with "UK AT THE HALF."
