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MEMORANDUM
TO:

A&S Faculty
FROM:

Mark Kornbluh, Dean


DATE:

March 22, 2011
SUBJECT:
Request for Proposals: Undergraduate Certificate Programs
In the wake of the University’s approval of undergraduate certificates, and in an effort to foster interactions across fields of knowledge and to encourage collaboration among departments, the College of Arts and Sciences is calling for the creation of new undergraduate certificate programs.  Certificate programs offer students opportunities to study innovative, crossdisciplinary, and often cutting edge themes and to acquire credentials in emerging or existing areas of intellectual endeavor.  

Proposals (no longer than 4 pages) are encouraged both from faculty groups who are already working collaboratively across departments (e.g., in areas such as social theory, advanced materials, migration, applied energy, internationalization, and risk-related behaviors) and from faculty who might wish to establish new curricular—or curricular-research—initiatives.  Faculty are also encouraged to work with colleagues in other UK colleges and to propose intercollegiate certificate programs.  All proposed certificate programs should be constructed primarily from existing courses.
The College will accept proposals for undergraduate certificates anytime.  Proposals that are received by the end of the current semester, Monday, May 9, will be reviewed expeditiously and, if approved, will almost assuredly be in effect in the fall 2012 semester.  Proposal received by the beginning of the fall semester will, if approved, also likely be in effect then.  Proposals should be submitted electronically to the Office of the Associate Dean for Undergraduate Programs through Roxie Hanson at rhanson@uky.edu.

In fashioning proposals, please consult the coattached document that describes the University’s conception of certificate programs and lists regulations concerning curricular and administrative-academic structure. 
The following information should be included in a proposal: 
1. a proposed title for the certificate program; 

2. a statement of focus and rationale for creating the certificate program; 

3. a statement of how the program will benefit students;

4. a list of proposed student learning outcomes; 

5. a list of proposed course requirements.  Note that proposals should include no fewer than 12 credit hours and that University rules govern permissible curricula; 

6. the name and contact information of the proposed faculty director for the certificate; 
7. the names and primary departments of all involved faculty;
8. an enumeration and explanation of needed resources; and
9. a very brief statement from involved department chairs supporting the creation of the proposed certificate program. 
Examples of certificate programs from other postsecondary institutions include: 

· Science, Technology and Society Certificate (University of Michigan)
http://www.umich.edu/~umsts/grad.htm
· Film Studies Certificate (University of Massachusetts) 
http://www.umass.edu/ug_programguide/film.html
· Culture and Media Certificate (New York University)
http://www.nyu.edu/gsas/dept/anthro/programs/cultmedia.htm
· Community and Regional Planning Certificate (Boise State University)
http://ppa.boisestate.edu/planning/cert/
· Diversity Certificate (University of California-Irvine) http://www.socsci.uci.edu/sociology/html/diverse.html
· Peace Studies Certificate (University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee)

http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/CIE/Peace/certificate.html
· Latin American Studies Graduate Certificate (University of Louisville)
http://louisville.edu/latinamericanstudies/folder.2005-12-16.9412597085
· Globalization and Governance Certificate (University of Alberta)
http://www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/polisci/nav03.cfm?nav03=13073&nav02=13047&nav01=12928
· Certificate in Documentary Studies (Duke University)

http://cds.aas.duke.edu/courses/undergradcertificate.html
· Natural Resource Management Certificate (University of Hawaii)
http://www.hawaii.edu/graduatestudies/fields/html/departments/pr/resmgmt/resmgmt.htm
· Certificate in Applied Ethics and Professional Responsibility (American University

      http://www.american.edu/cas/philrel/applied-ethics-certificate.cfm
· Certificate in Scientific Computing (University of Texas at Austin)
http://cns.utexas.edu/academics/certificates
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