
The Case of Gladys Kammerer
Gladys Kammerer
-B.S. Washington University, Mo (President,
          women�s student government body)

-M.S. Univ. of Wisc. (Political Science)

-Ph.D. University of Chicago (Political Science)

-1946 - Assistant Professor, Univ. of Kentucky

-1947 - Associate Professor, Univ.of Kentucky

-1954 - Conferred tenure as Associate Professor

-1955 - Professor, Univ. of Kentucky

Active in promoting improvement of government public service
-Consultant to Legislative Research Commission
-Member of state�s Child Welfare Advisory Committee
-On National Council, American Society for Public Administration



1956- 1957 Kammerer Elected
Arts & Sciences Distinguished Professor of the Year

(First Female Faculty Member So Awarded)

Received Additional
National Recognition



April 1957: Kammerer Gives Public Speech Sharply
Criticizing �Spoils System� in American (Ky) Politics

Kammerer, criticizing the Governor Chandler�s undoing of the 1952
Youth Authority Act, stated:
�Child-welfare administration �is still a field of public administration in which
prejudice and ignorance have been allowed to run rampant in many sections,
including our own state.�

��policy in child welfare � should be derived form research findings and
professional standards and methods and not from glittering generalities found
in party platforms.�

��chief administrator [of child welfare services] is a technical one requiring a
high degree of professional competence which a board of professional(s) � is
better equipped to judge in appointment than is a governor or other political
chief.�



07/12/57: Kammerer Learns She Is Denied Pay Raise
Because She �Criticized the Present State Administration�

Courier Journal Quoting UK President Dickey:

�The decision in evaluation of services for
merit increases is based on cumulative data
over a period of time and certain negative
attitudes have been created toward the
university by some of her statements.�

�[the] fact the Dr. Kammerer criticized the
present State Administration, and others
before it, was  not the only reason she was
not given a raise in salary.�



07/14/57: Courier Journal Editorial Opinion Castigates UK ;
Kammerer Protests Violation of Academic Freedom

Kammerer:
First duty of a faculty member is
�to seek the truth and tell the
truth as he sees it and let the
chips fall where they may�A
university ought to be a truth-
seeker, even it if occasionally
seems to be bad public relations.

President Dickey:
�when a faculty member creates
a negative attitude toward the
University, this does not
represent meritorious service for
which salary increase should
be provided.�



Upon Intercession by State AUUP (with notice to national
AAUP office) UK President and AAUP Reach a Resolution

From: Joint Press Release Statement  07-23-57
UK President Dickey, UK AAUP President Arthur Cooke

�President Dickey and the members of the AAUP all agreed on the
general principle of academic freedom as set forth in the official
Governing Regulations�
�President Dickey and the members of the [AAUP] committee agreed
that in cases such as these one person might honestly feel that the line of
discretion had been overstepped, while another person might just as
honestly disagree�[they] felt that they should try to find some fair and
just means of overcoming these difficulties�

�President Dickey made the proposal that a standing Faculty-Trustee
Conference Committee be established� composed of representatives
of the University faculty at large selected by the University Faculty and
of representatives of the Board of Trustees selected by that body�It
was proposed that the Kammerer case be submitted to the committee
for its consideration.�
Click here to see the full press release statement

http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Kammerer/Kammerer_Press_Release.pdf


http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Kammerer/Dickey Announces to Board Meeting Faculty-Board Committee Sept 17 1957.pdf


07-26-57 Courier Journal Urges that the Committee
Function Effectively, for the Welfare of the University



07-27-57: Department of Political Science Faculty
Rally to the Defense of Dr. Kammerer



10-31-57 Herald Reports Announcement of Membership of
Joint Faculty-Board Committee to Hear Kammerer Case

Faculty members
on the committee:
Howard Beers
(Sociology)

Ralph Weaver
(Bacteriology)

Paul Oberst
(Law)



http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Kammerer/President Informs  University Faculty About Faculty-Board Committee Outcome Feb 10 1958.pdf
http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Kammerer/Report of Joint Faculty-Board Committee.pdf


02-27-58 Leader Reports Kammerer Protests
�strait jacket upon intellectual leadership�:KCLU Steps In

Kammerer:

�If a professor is to
be given economic
punishment for
daring to utter his
conviction then he
loses his value as a
citizen of the
Commonwealth�



03-15-58: UK President Admits to Meeting of University
Faculty He was in �Error� In Denying Raise to Kammerer



03-15-58: Kammerer Nonetheless Resigns from University
of Kentucky and Accepts Position at University of Florida



03-16-58: Ky Kernal Laments Loss of Dr. Kammerer



*Personal communication, Kevin McCarthy

*



Epilogue: Dr. Kammerer�s tireless efforts ended in
July 1970, with her death at age 61

After her death, her many activities on national
boards and councils, including appointment by
President Johnson to the Advisory Council of the
NIH Heart Institute, were rewarded by the
American Political Science Association, with an
annual book award made in her name:

�The Gladys M. Kammerer prize is awarded
annually for the best political science
publication in field of U.S. national policy.�

Click here for the APSA official web page for the
Kammerer Prize
http://www.apsanet.org/about/awards/kammerer.cfm

http://www.apsanet.org/about/awards/kammerer.cfm


http://www.uky.edu/~djones/Marlatt_Case.htm
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