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New Contributions

Community Ambassador

Destination: Medical School

Donor sponsored scholarships make student’s dream become reality

By Brad Duncan

Not many would have passed on a full
scholarship to their hometown university,
but that’s exactly what Edward Kobraei did.

A graduate of Calloway County High
School in western Kentucky, Kobraei could
have stayed at home while attending Murray
State University. But “Eddie” decided to
follow in the footsteps of his older brother
and sister and enroll at the University of
Kentucky. And it was his “intrinsic curiosity
aboutbiological and chemical phenomena”
that led him to UK’s College of Arts and
Sciences.

Once there, Kobraei knew he had made
the right decision.

“My experience in the College of Arts
and Sciences at UK has been extremely
beneficial, and this is primarily the result
of the quality of education I have received
here,” the biology senior said. “The college
has provided ample resources and academic
programs, outstanding advisors, and an
academically rigorous environment that
has fostered my intellectual development.
Perhaps most importantly, I have been for-
tunate to have many exceptional professors

Science Scholarship  Blazer Lecture

Eddie Kobraei, biology senior, conducts
research focused on neural regeneration.

who have inspired and challenged me.”

Such an experience would not have
been possible without the help of Arts and
Sciences donors. Kobraei is the recipi-
ent of the National Beckman Scholarship
Award, A.J. Whitehouse Senior Pre-medical
Scholarship and the Arts and Sciences
Dean’s Scholarship Endowment Award —
to name a few.

“These scholarships have been
instrumental in helping me realize my
goals. Without this assistance, attending
UK would have simply been impossible

continued on page 38
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continued from page 37

for me,” Kobraei said. “I
would like to express my
deepest appreciation for the
assistance of my donors —
their aid has allowed me to
attend UK and realize my goal
of attending medical school.”

Kobraei lists many ben-
efits A&S affords its students,
one being the requirements
of coursework outside the
student’s major concentration.
He said that extra work allows
students the opportunity to
gain extra exposure to a diverse
group of subjects not necessarily
related to the student’s major.

Kobraei also credits one of
his A&S professors for helping
him pursue areas he had not
originally considered before,
namely independent scientific
research.

“AsIbegan conducting re-
search I discovered how muchl
enjoyed it,” Kobraei said. “Since
then, I have engaged in other
independent research projects.
For instance, I am currently
conducting an independent
research project studying neural
regeneration in the Department
of Anatomy and Neurobiology.
This experience has allowed
me to present my research at
several scientific conferences
around the United States and
has piqued my interest in sci-
entific research and its clinical
implications.”

However, Kobraei isn’tjust
someone looking out for his own
interests. The College of Arts
and Sciences has helped him
cultivate several of his personal
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values and skills. He has been
a student instructor for biology
and chemistry workshop courses
in the BioExcel and ChemExcel
programs in A&S. Kobraei also
serves as a student ambassador
for the college, arole he took on
when he was a junior, which
has given him the opportunity
to get involved in several lead-
ership and volunteer activities
on the UK campus and in the
Lexington community.

“Reflecting now upon my
undergraduate education, I see
that my involvement in the
College of Arts and Sciences
has had a profound influence
on my life and education,”
Kobraei said. “With respect to
academic matters, I feel like
the education I have received
in A&S has prepared me thor-
oughly formy graduate study in
medicine at virtually any insti-
tution. However, the value of my
education extends outside the
realm of academia. The College
of Arts and Sciences provides a
remarkably comprehensive edu-
cational experience both inside
and outside the classroom.”

And someday, Kobraei
would like to help other students
have similar opportunities as they
aspire to reach their dreams.

“The donors of my scholar-
ships and awards have been a
source of personal encourage-
ment, and [ will never forget the
investment they made in me,”
he said. “I hope to one day in-
vest the same kind of support in
aspiring individuals as a donor
in the future.”

From Small Ideas Come
Big Contributions

ﬂ After college, Alfred
“Alfie” Lipshultz, a 1974
UK A&S grad, found himself
in south Florida lending a
hand to his dad, Mitchell,

at a family company that
manufactured ice machines.
Laws had just changed to
define ice as a food, and
with all the new sanitation
guidelines, they were struck
by an irony: They were trying
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to make clean ice with dirty
water.

The pair set out to rem-
edy the situation, launching
Aquathin Corporation, a water
purification company, in a
small office in Ft. Lauderdale in
1980. Knowing “nothing about
manufacturing” Lipshultz put
his Bachelor of General Studies
degree (with an emphasis in
math, biology, and chemistry) to
work, immersing himself with the
“pioneers in the industry” who
were working in reverse osmosis
and deionization, he says.

Asaresult, today Aquathin,
now based in Pompano Beach,
Fla., is a leader in its industry,
with seven patents and 672
dealers in 47 countries around

the world. The company’s water
purification systems range from
small capacity for single family
homes to large 24,000-gallon,
ultra-pure water systems for
laboratories and industries, such
as the Smithsonian Institution
and Nortel Networks.

The company has earned
many prestigious commenda-
tions, including the President’s
Award for Excellence in Export

from the U.S. Department of
Commerce and the State of
Florida’s Emerald Award for
environmental stewardship.
But no honor has been more
meaningful to Lipshultz than
his being invited to serve on
UK’s College of Arts & Sciences
Advisory Board, he says.

“For me personally it
broughtalot of things full circle,”
says Lipshultz, who’s served as
an A&S advisor for two years
now. “When you get the school
you graduated from recognizing
that they’d like to have you back
as part of their advisory board,
it’s overwhelming.”

Lipshultz’s work as an
advisor with A&S got him
thinking about ways to give



back to UK and honor his
parents and parents-in-law
at the same time. He and
his wife, Debbie—who
served on the UK Troopers
dance team and as the UK
mascot during her time at
UK—have pledged $10,000
to establish the Mitchell
and Harriette Lipshultz and
John and Lenora Scircle
and Aquathin Corporation
Endowed Scholarship and
Faculty Retention Fund in
Arts and Sciences.

Though Debbie’s par-
ents were already deceased,
with the A&S College’s help,
Lipshultz was able to pres-
ent a certificate to his parents
notifying them of the honor,
just before his mother passed
away last fall. Lipshultz’s fa-
ther, still active in the com-
pany at 80, was especially
touched that the scholarship
and retention fund will offer
the sole means of preserving
the Lipshultz family name,
since none of his grandchil-
dren carry on that surname,
Lipshultz says.

Lipshultz’s memories of
UKinclude amix of fun times
with his fraternity, Lambda
Chi Alpha, and social unrest
in the midst of Vietnam—he
watched, for instance, as
armed riot police confronted
protesters near the campus
ROTC headquarters at Barker
Hall in 1970. “It was a scary
time, but we enjoyed our-
selves at the same time,” he
says. “It was a great social
environment. We had a lot
of fun.” - Robin Roenker

A&S Ambassador Becomes
Community Ambassador

Scholarship helps those who have overcome obstacles.

B Julia Sander Burnett al-
ways knew she wanted to be an
entrepreneur and own her own
business. But she never dreamt it
would be as an executive senior
sales director with Mary Kay.
“It’s kind of hilarious.
I didn’t even wear makeup
before I came to Mary Kay,”
laughs Burnett, a 2000 Arts and
Sciences graduate and former
A&S College Ambassador who
crafted her own topical major
to study the economics of the
environment while at UK.
Burnett first signed on with
Mary Kay simply to be able to
buy the company’s cosmetics,
whichafriend introduced herto,
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for herself at wholesale prices.
At the time, she was working
as a development officer for the
A&S College, following a brief
stint with Procter & Gamble
in Cincinnati—a post she left
after 9/11, in favor of a return

to UK and something “more
fulfilling,” she says. Within
seven months with Mary Kay,
though, her sales were so strong
she decided to make Mary Kay
her full-time job.

“It was a hard decision,
because I really loved my job
in development,” she says. “I
was the person going out and
helping people to give gifts to
UK in the form of scholarships
and professorships. And I just
got to the point where I wanted
tobe the person who was able to
give,” she laughs. “And owning
my own business through Mary
Kay is a way that I've been able

to do that.”
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Burnett and her husband,
Seth, a 1999 UK College of
Engineering graduate, have
pledged a $10,000 gift to the
College of Arts & Sciences to
establish the Anna Beth Burnett
Scholarship. The award is
named in honor of Seth’s young-

er sister, who died at the age of
eight, and will be given to an
A&S student who has displayed
financial need and overcome
some obstacle in life.

Julia says she and her hus-
band wanted to award other
students, like themselves, who
were hard workers but, despite
strong test scores and academic
record, did not receive an ini-
tial scholarship to UK through
the Merit Office. Julia applied
for and received scholarships
through the College of Arts and
Sciences each year, so that when
she graduated she had only
$6,000 in student debt.

“Tjust feel like Thad an awe-
some education. Ihad incredible
teachers,” Burnettsaysofhertime
at UK. She notes her colloquia
with Professor Jennifer Tunberg
in the Honors Program and doing
research on native Kentucky bees
with Professor Jim Krupa as par-
ticularly influential.

Burnett, who lives in
Lexington, remains passionate
about the environment and her
family. As an executive senior
sales director, she mentors 150
other Mary Kay sales consul-
tantsin 17 states. She loves that
her career path—unexpected
as it may be—allows her to set
her own schedule so that she
can stay home with her young
daughter, Leah, nearly two.

“It puts me in an envi-
ronment of women who are
like-minded and who value
what I value,” she says. “It’s
a very safe place for a woman
to grow.” — Robin Roenker
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Geology Changed Her Tune

Women inspiring women creates science scholarship

E] SUSAN (CAMENISCH)
ERIKSSON started her studies
at UK as a music major, with a
focus on piano. But when she
took an honors section of geol-
ogy during her junior year, she
was hooked.

“After one exam, I went
up to the TA and said, I love
this, Ilove, this, I1love this!” she
recalls. “I was so excited. I said
I'wished I'had found geology as
a freshman.”

Eventually, her UK
professors—particularly Bill
Blackburn—helped Eriksson
make the switch to majoring
in geology as a junior, and she
was able to graduate with just
one extra semester of work, in
the summer of 1971.

“I was the only woman
undergraduate in geology at
UK when I was there,” she
recalls. “That was quite a big
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thing. It’s traditionally a very
male-dominated field.”

Professors and graduate
students in the department,
who became her colleagues
and friends, encouraged her
studies, and Eriksson went on
to pursue a master’s degree in
geology at SUNY-Stony Brook
and a doctorate at the University
of the Witwatersrand in South
Africa—where her future hus-
band, whom she’d met while
beginning her doctorate work
at the University of Cincinnati,
was a faculty member.

After graduate school,
Eriksson took an appointment
as a research geologist at Arco
Oil and Gas in Dallas and then
served for 22 years on the faculty
of Virginia Tech. Since 2004, she
has worked in Boulder, Colo., as
education and outreach direc-
tor for UNAVCO, an NSF- and

NASA-funded research facility
that focuses on the study and
measurement of deformation in
the Earth’s crust.

Eriksson says that though
her time as a UK geology major
was rather brief, she enjoyed all
ofher A&S classes as well as her
“fantastic” colloquium within
the Honors Program.

It was in Boulder during
a UK Department of Geology
alumni event that Eriksson
met Cara Kiger, a fellow
alumna, and they began talk-
ing about ways to give back to
the college. Together, they have
pledged $10,000 to launch the
ASK (Advancing Science for
Kentuckians) Scholarship, an
award for full-time sophomores
or above who display financial
need and who are studying earth
and environmental sciences.

“Because I'm a geochemist
and Cara’s a geophysicist, we
saw this as a way to try to make
the other sciences more aware
of earth science,” Eriksson ex-
plains. “If you give a chemistry
major a scholarship with a geol-
ogy connection, he or she might
look at the options in a career in
geochemistry, maybe.”

Eriksson, a Lincoln County
native, pledged her contribution
in honor of her mother, Dorothy
Cook, a graduate of UK’s home
economics program, while
Kiger’s gift honors one of her
high school biology teachers.

“We both had women who
encouraged us to do sciences,”
Eriksson says. “My mother al-
ways talked about the chemistry
classes she took at UK. That was
an important role model for
me as a youngster.” — Robin
Roenker

2007 Blazer

Lecture

E PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING
journalist Ellen Goodman spoke
in October on “Men, Women
and Media: Is the Political
(Too) Personal?” Goodman is a
force in American journalism
having expanded the debate on
social change and its impact on
families.

MARK THE DATE

Join us Oct. 16 for the 2008
Blazer Lecture as we welcome

leading scholar on global
warming. Oppenheimer

is a member of the United
Nation's Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change that,
along with former U.S. Vice
President Al Gore, received the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2007.




